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Baltimore Ravens’ Jacoby Jones (12) returns a kickoff for a 108-vqrditouchdown against the San 
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Francisco 49ers during the second half of the NFL Super Bowl XLyil^footbalirgame, Sunday, Feb. 


3, 2013, in New Orleans. 
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Kerry reaches out abroad in first weekend on job 



New Secretary of State John Kerry speaks on Capitol Hill, in Washington. 


(Christopher Gregory/The New York Times) 


taxes and customs duties 
that Israel collects on be¬ 
half of the Palestinians — 
are a key element in the 
Palestinian government 
budget. In his conversa¬ 
tion Sunday with Palestin¬ 


ian President Mahmoud 
Abbas, Kerry said Obama 
“is very interested in the 
peace process and aware 
of the economic hardships 
of fhe Palestinian people,” 
Abbas spokesman Nabel 


Abu Rdeneh said. Rdeneh 
also noted that Kerry said 
he would visit the region 
for further talks with Abbas 
“to preserve the political 
path.” No time was set for 
the visit. 


goal in Algeria: a giant fireball 


WASHINGTON (AP) — New 

Secretary of State John 
Kerry reached out to Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders in 
phone calls this weekend, 
assuring them the Obama 
administration will continue 
to pursue a Mideast peace 
agreement while recogniz¬ 
ing the individual concerns 
on both sides. 

Kerry told Israel’s Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu of his and President 
Barack Obama's commit¬ 
ment to support Israel’s 
security and to pursue a 
lasting peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians. 
Netanyahu updated Kerry 
on his work to form a new 
government. They also dis¬ 
cussed Iran and Syria, and 
pledged to work together 
closely. 

Kerry commended the Is¬ 
raeli decision to release 
frozen tax revenues to the 
Palestinian Authority as 
an important step. Israel’s 
monthly tax transfers to the 
Palestinians — the result of 


Militants’ 

ADAM NOSSITER 
NICHOLAS KULISH 
© 2013 New York Times 
TIGUENTOURINE, Algeria 

- The goal of the heavily 
armed militants who seized 
the desert gas plant here 
is becoming increasingly 
clear: to turn the forest of 
pipes and tubes into a gi¬ 
ant bomb, and to blow 
up everything and any¬ 
one around. What none 
of them knew was exactly 
how, in the endless maze 
of metal, to do it. 

The hundreds of workers 
at the plant when it was 
taken over last month 
found themselves caught 
between the ruthless mili¬ 
tants on the inside and an 
Algerian army ringing the 
perimeter that was bent on 
showing no weakness. As 
the realization dawned on 
the captors that they, too, 
were essentially captives, 
they grew agitated and 
more aggressive, witnesses 
say. Moreover, the plant’s 
operations had shut down 
during their initial assault, 
thwarting their plans. 
Bristling with weapons, 
they made their demands 


known to the remaining 
employees: restart the 
plant, get the compressors 
working again and turn the 
power back on. 

“They pushed me very hard 
to restart the plant,” said 
Lotfi Benadouda, the Alge¬ 
rian plant executive whom 


the militants singled out as 
the man in charge. “Their 
objective was to move the 
hostages to the plant. They 
wanted to get to the fac¬ 
tory with the hostages, and 
explode it." 

A more complete view 
of the hostage drama in 


the Sahara that began 
the morning of Jan. 16, 
and of the militants’ mo¬ 
tives in carrying it out, has 
emerged as some of the 
captives provided detailed 
accounts of the four-day 
standoff, which left at least 
37 foreign hostages and 29 


kidnappers dead. 

Their accounts contradict¬ 
ed some of the Algerian 
government’s public asser¬ 
tions about the crisis and 
supported others. At times, 
the government said the 
militants planned to de¬ 
stroy the gas complex and 


kill the hostages en masse, 
but it provided no details 
or evidence to back up 
that assertion. At other 
times, government offi¬ 
cials, defending a military 
raid on the facility, said the 
militants sought to flee and 
take captives into the des¬ 
ert, an assertion that some 
of the captives contradict¬ 
ed. Now it seems clear that 
the siege was about more 
than disabling the plant, 
and that holding hostages 
for ransom was not part of 
the plan. Instead, the mili¬ 
tants sought to orchestrate 
a spectacular fireball that 
could have killed every¬ 
one in the vicinity. While 
that plot could offer more 
justification for the Algerian 
government's take-no-pris- 
oners response, questions 
remain about whether the 
standoff could have end¬ 
ed with fewer lives lost. 

To visit the plant is to ap¬ 
preciate both its vulner¬ 
ability and the opportunity 
it afforded the militants, 
who traveled a mere 30 
miles through the Sahara’s 
sands, across the border 
from Libya, to attack it.Q 


The State Department said 
Kerry spoke of his personal 
commitment to peace 
between Israelis and the 
Palestinians. Kerry pledged 
to continue efforts to get 
Congress to release bud¬ 
get support funds for the 
Palestinian Authority and 
noted the positive step the 
Israelis had taken by re¬ 
leasing the tax revenues. 
The department also said 
Kerry spoke with Israeli 
President Shimon Peres on 
Saturday about the forma¬ 
tion of the country’s new 
government, and said the 
two “exchanged views" 
on the peace process and 
regional matters. 

On a busy first weekend as 
America’s top diplomat, 
Kerry also: 

—Talked with Japanese 
Foreign Minister Fumio 
Kishida and agreed to 
work closely together to 
prepare for the visit of Jap¬ 
anese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe to Washington later 
this month. He thanked 
Kishida for the role Ja¬ 
pan plays in Afghanistan, 
Myanmar and in support of 
the Syrian opposition. 

—Talked with South Korean 
Foreign Minister Kim Sung- 
hwan and agreed on the 
need to ensure that North 
Korea understands that it 
will face significant con¬ 
sequences from the inter¬ 
national community if it 
continues its provocative 
behavior. 

—Got an update from Tur¬ 
key’s foreign minister, Ah¬ 
met Davutoglu, about the 
investigation into Friday's 
suicide bombing at the U.S. 
Embassy in Ankara. 

—Spoke with Canadian 
Foreign Minister John Baird 
about Iran, Mali and the 
proposed Keystone XL 
pipeline that would run 
from Canada to Texas. 

—Spoke with Mexico’s for¬ 
eign minister, Jose Antonio 
Meade, about the deadly 
blast at the headquarters 
of Mexico's state-owned 
oil company. 

—Had lunch with George 
Shultz, secretary of state 
under President Ronald 
Reagan. 

Kerry was sworn in Friday 
afternoon, succeeding 
Hillary Rodham Clinton in 
Obama’s Cabinet. □ 



Algerian soldiers stand in front of the wreckage of vehicles 
destroyed during the hostage crisis at the gas plant in Ain 
Amenas. (AP Photo) 
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UN names new head for Haiti mission 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — U.N. Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon has appointed a seasoned humanitarian 
worker to serve as Acting Special Representative for Haiti 
to oversee the world body’s peacekeeping mission in 
the Caribbean nation. Nigel Fisher will replace outgoing 
U.N. envoy Mariano Fernandez. Fernandez leaves after a 
10-month stint. He has said he may consider a foray into 
politics in his native Chile. Fisher, a Canadian, has served 
as the Deputy Representative of the Secretary General 
since 2010, when a massive earthquake struck Haiti. The 
new U.N. envoy will be in charge of providing security at 
a delicate time. □ 

Ex-PR police pleads guilty in pom case 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — A former police commis¬ 
sioner for Puerto Rico’s capital has pleaded guilty to one 
count of child pornography in a plea agreement with U.S. 
authorities. Hilton Cordero Rosario is expected to serve 
10 years in prison as a result of his plea. His sentencing is 
scheduled for June 10. Cordero was accused of convinc¬ 
ing his teenage daughter's friend to expose her genitals 
and of taking pictures of her. Authorities also said they 
had seized a computer belonging to him with graphic im¬ 
ages of other minors. Defense attorney Melanie Carrillo 
told reporters Cordero wasn’t given a chance to share his 
version of events. □ 

T&C votes to repeal a value-added tax 

PROVIDENCIALES, Turks and Caicos (AP) — Legislators 
in the Turks and Caicos Islands have repealed a value- 
added tax that Britain had supported to help the terri¬ 
tory emerge from a financial crisis. The vote was not wel¬ 
comed by Gov. Ric Todd, who said he would meet with 
the Cabinet next week. Todd said Friday that no bill can 
become law unless the governor agrees to it. Britain had 
directly ruled the territory following an inquiry into corrup¬ 
tion. The 11% tax was signed into law last July and would 
be levied on a range of goods starting in April. It contains 
a number of exemptions, including fruit, vegetables and 
hurricane supplies. □ 

Guyana military arrests 5 in gold theft 

GEORGETOWN, Guyana (AP) — Military officials in Guy¬ 
ana have arrested an officer and four soldiers for alleg¬ 
edly robbing miners of cash and gold at gunpoint. The 
suspects will face a court-marfial and also are expected 
to be charged with armed robbery by the country’s po¬ 
lice. If convicfed, fhey could each face up fo 15 years 
in prison. The Sunday announcement by the Guyana 
Defense Force follows an investigation into the robbery 
in Guyana’s resource-rich Cuyuni region last month. A 
group of gold miners alleged that armed soldiers appear¬ 
ing to be under the influence of narcotics had stormed 
into their remote camp and robbed them. □ 

Police seek man accused of killing boy 

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — Authorities in Jamaica have 
identified a suspect wanted in the fatal shooting of a 
4-year-old boy thaf also injured his grandmother. Police 
accused Marlon Omar McMillian of arguing with the 
boy's grandmother and firing shots into her yard, killing 
her grandson, Rushan Burford. The Thursday killing oc¬ 
curred in the capital of Kingston and angered residents 
already protesting the killing of a 14-year-old girl whose 
body was dumped this week in a nearby neighborhood. 
Police believe McMillian lived in the same neighborhood 
as the grandmother, whose name was not released by 
police. The island of roughly 2.8 million people reported 
1,087 killings last year.Q 


Iraq vet charged in death of ex-SEAL 


C. SHERMAN 
JAMIE STENGLE 
Associated Press 
STEPHENVILLE, Texas (AP) — 

A 25-year-old Iraq war vet¬ 
eran charged with murder¬ 
ing former Navy SEAL and 
“American Sniper” author 
Chris Kyle and his friend 
turned a gun onto the pair 
while they were at a Texas 
shooting range, authorities 
said Sunday. 

Eddie Ray Routh, of Lan¬ 
caster, was arraigned 
early Sunday in the deaths 
of Kyle, 38, and Chad 
Littlefield, 35, at a shoot¬ 
ing range at Rough Creek 
Lodge, about 50 miles (80 
kilometers) southwest of 
Fort Worth. He was being 
held on one charge of 
capital murder and two 
charges of murder. 

Capt. Jason Upshaw with 
the Erath County Sheriff's 
Office said Routh used a 
semi-automatic handgun, 
which authorities later 
found at his home. Upshaw 
said ballistics tests weren’t 
complete Sunday, but au¬ 
thorities believe it was the 
gun was used in the shoot¬ 
ings. Upshaw declined 
to give any more details 
about the gun. 

Routh has not made any 


comments indicating what 
his motive may have been, 
Upshaw said. Sheriff Tom¬ 
my Bryant said Routh was 
unemployed and “may 
have been suffering from 
some fype of mental ill¬ 
ness from being in the mili¬ 
tary himself,” but he didn't 
know if Routh was on any 
medication. 

“I don’t know that we'll 
ever know. He’s the only 



Photo shows Eddie Ray Routh. 

(AP Photo) 


one that knows that," Up¬ 
shaw said. 

Bryant didn't know if Routh 
was on any medication or 
whether the possible men¬ 
tal illness might be post- 
traumatic stress disorder. 
The U.S. military confirmed 
Sunday that Routh was 
a corporal in the Marines 
from 2006 to 2010. He was 
deployed to Iraq in 2007 
and Haiti in 2010. His cur¬ 
rent duty status is listed as 
reserve. 

Routh is being held on 
$3 million bond. Authori¬ 
ties did not know whether 
Routh had a lawyer yet. 
Kyle, a decorated veteran, 
wrote the best-selling book, 
“American Sniper: The Au¬ 
tobiography of the Most 
Lethal Sniper in U.S. Military 
History,” detailing his 150- 
plus kills of insurgents from 
1999 to 2009. Kyle said in his 


book that Iraqi insurgents 
had put a bounty on his 
head. According to pro¬ 
motional information from 
book publisher William 
Morrow, Kyle deployed to 
Iraq four times. Bryant said 
the trio went to the shoot¬ 
ing range around 3:15 p.m. 
Saturday. A hunting guide 
came across the bodies of 
Kyle and Littlefield around 
5 p.m. and called police. 


Upshaw said autopsies 
were still pending and he 
could not say how many 
times the men were shot or 
where on their bodies they 
were hit. 

After the shootings, Routh 
left the shooting range in 
Kyle’s black pickup truck, 
Bryant said, first going to his 
sister's home in Midlothian, 
where he told her and 
her husband what he had 
done. The couple called 
local police. 

Routh arrived at his home in 
Lancaster, about 17 miles 
(27 kilometers) southeast 
of Dallas, at about 8 p.m. 
Police arrested him after a 
brief pursuit and took him 
to the Lancaster Police De¬ 
partment. 

Travis Cox, the director of a 
nonprofit to help wounded 
veterans that Kyle helped 
found, told the Associated 
Press on Sunday that Kyle 
and Littlefield had taken 
Routh to the range. Little¬ 
field was Kyle's neighbor 
and “workout buddy,” Cox 
said. 

“What I know is Chris and a 
gentleman — great guy, I 
knew him well, Chad Little¬ 
field — took a veteran out 
shooting who was strug¬ 
gling with PTSD (post-trau¬ 
matic stress disorder) to 
try to assist him, try to help 
him, try to, you know, give 
him a helping hand and 
he turned the gun on both 
of fhem, killing them,” Cox 
said. 

A knock on the door at 
Routh’s last known address 
went unanswered Sunday. 
A for-sale sign was in front 
of fhe small, wood-framed 
home. Kyle's nonprofit, 
FITCO Cares, provides at- 
home fitness equipment for 
emotionally and physically 
wounded veterans. 

“Chris was literally the type 
of guy if you were a vet¬ 
eran and needed help 
he’d help you,” Cox said. 
“And from my understand¬ 
ing that's what happened 
here. I don't know how he 
came in contact with this 
gentleman, but I do know 
that it was not through the 
foundation." 

Cox described Littlefield 
as a gentle, kind-hearted 
man who often called or 
emailed him with ideas 
for events or fundraisers to 
help veteransO 



In this April 6, 2012, photo, former Navy SEAL and author of the 
book “American Sniper”, Chris Kyle in Midlothian, Texas. 

(AP Photo/Paul Moseley) 
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Dozens injured in bus crash after Harvard visit 


BOSTON (AP) — After a 
visit to Harvard University, 
dozens in a group of high 
school students and their 
adult chaperones were 
injured when their charter 
bus hit a bridge after po¬ 
lice say the driver failed 
to heed low-clearance 
warning signs. One person 
was hospitalized with life- 
threatening injuries and 


three with serious injuries, 
the Boston Emergency 
Medical Services said. Thir¬ 
ty-five people were injured, 
Massachusetts state police 
said. The Calvary Coach 
bus was carrying 42 peo¬ 
ple and was heading back 
to the Philadelphia area 
when it struck an overpass 
on Soldier's Field Road in 
Boston, a major crosstown 


road, at around 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Massachusetts 
State Police said. Some 
passengers were trapped 
for more than an hour as 
rescue crews worked to 
free them, Massachusetts 
state police said. Firefight¬ 
ers stood atop the bus, 
part of its roof crumpled, 
and used boards to ex¬ 
tract passengers, fire de¬ 
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Emergency personnel remove passengers at the scene of a bus 
crash, Saturday, Feb. 2, 2013 in Boston. Authorities say a charter 
bus heading from Harvard University to Pennsylvania has struck 
a bridge in Boston, injuring 33 people. 

(AP Photo/The Boston Herald, Stuart Cahill) 


partment photos showed. 
The bus suffered significant 
damage in the crash. Au¬ 
thorities said the bus did 
not belong on the road, 
where a 10-foot (3-me- 
ter) height limit is in place 
and oversized vehicles are 
not authorized. State po¬ 
lice said the driver “failed 
to heed signs" warning 
of the height limit and will 
likely be cited for an over¬ 
height violation. The inves¬ 
tigation will determine if he 
faces more serious charg¬ 
es, state police said. The 
driver was not injured. The 
driver, Samuel J. Jackson, 
looked down at his GPS 
and saw the bridge when 
he looked up but it was 
too late to avoid hitting it, 
Ray Talmedge, owner of 
the Philadelphia-based 
Calvary Coach Bus com¬ 
pany, told WCAU-TV. No 


one answered the phone 
Sunday at a number listed 
for Jackson in Philadel¬ 
phia. Talmedge, who said 
he didn’t know anything 
about the road restrictions, 
said Jackson also drives a 
school bus. State police 
say they’ll investigate how 
long Jackson was driv¬ 
ing on Saturday. Neither 
federal nor Pennsylvania 
state records show crashes 
involving Calvary Coach 
over the past two years or 
complaints filed against 
the company. The students 
were part of a Destined 
for a Dream Foundation 
group, Talmedge said. Of¬ 
ficials with the Bristol, Penn¬ 
sylvania-based group, a 
nonprofit that helps un¬ 
derprivileged youth, re¬ 
fused to comment on the 
crash when reached by 
phoneO 


Bill Clinton to speak at 
Ed Koch’s NYC funeral 


NEW YORK (AP) — Ed Koch 
is being remembered as 
the quintessential New 
Yorker — an admired but 
tough, colorful former may¬ 
or who will be honored at 
his funeral by former Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton. 

At the service Monday 
morning at Manhattan’s 
Temple Emanu-EI, mourn¬ 
ers will also hear about 
Koch’s other fierce loy¬ 
alty: Israel. The Israeli con¬ 
sul general is set to speak, 
along with New York May¬ 
or Michael Bloomberg. 
Clinton interrupted a trip 
to Japan to return to New 
York for the funeral, ac¬ 
cording to Koch spokes¬ 


man George Arzt. 

He said Koch was a friend 
of both Bill and Hillary Rod¬ 
ham Clinton, and was 
helpful during her success¬ 
ful campaign for the U.S. 
Senate from New York. 
Koch also backed Hillary 
Clinton in her presidential 
run. Bill Clinton will serve as 
a representative for Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama at the 
funeral. Koch died Friday 
of congestive heart failure 
at age 88. 

Friends from his weekly 
Greenwich Village lun¬ 
cheon gathering got to¬ 
gether on Saturday, two 
weeks after his last meal 
with them. □ 
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Archbishop letter on abuse read at LA churches 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ro¬ 
man Catholic parishio¬ 
ners in Los Angeles heard 
a letter from Archbishop 
Jose Gomez in which he 
described newly released 
files on clergy sex abuse as 
“terribly sad and evil.” 

The archbishop’s words 
were read by church 
leaders at Sunday Masses 
across the city, the Los An¬ 
geles Times reported. The 
letter was made public 
late last week. 

Gomez said the church 
needs to acknowledge the 
“terrible failure” of its han¬ 
dling of abuse cases. 

At St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church in North 
Hollywood, parishioner Eric 
Nielsen praised Gomez for 
addressing the issue. 

“I take my hat off to the 
archbishop,” said Nielsen, 
52. “He got on the ball and 
did what needed to be 
done.” 

But Nielsen told the Times 
he would probably stop at¬ 
tending the church, where 
he’s worshipped since 
1981, because he was 
upset by the child abuse 
scandal. 

“It's a shame," he said. 

On Thursday, Gomez 
stripped his predecessor 
Cardinal Roger Mahony of 
his administrative duties for 
failing to take swift action 
against abusive priests. 

In a letter posted on his per¬ 
sonal blog Friday, Mahony 
challenged Gomez for 
publicly shaming him and 
said he developed policies 
to safeguard children after 


taking over in 1985, despite 
being unequipped to deal 
with the molester priests he 
inherited. 

Mahony had apologized 


the Vatican’s Washington, 
D.C., embassy. 

Following a court order, 
the church posted on its 
website tens of thousands 



two weeks ago after an¬ 
other release of similar 
files showed he and other 
top aides worked behind 
the scenes to protect the 
church from the growing 
scandal, keeping offend¬ 
ing clerics out of state and 
preventing public disclo¬ 
sure of sex crimes commit¬ 
ted by priests. 

Gomez’s rebuke and Ma- 
hony’s public response 
was unprecedented be¬ 
cause it revealed infight¬ 
ing between two highly 
placed church leaders in 
a Roman Catholic hierar¬ 
chy that rarely break ranks 
publicly, according to the 
Rev. Thomas Doyle, a can¬ 
on lawyer who worked for 


Obama: Scouts should be 
open to gays and lesbians 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama says 
the Boy Scouts of America 
should open its member¬ 
ship to gays and lesbians 
when its national execu¬ 
tive board discusses the is¬ 
sue this week. 

Obama praised the scouts 
as “a great institution” that 
promotes young people, 
giving them lifelong lead¬ 
ership training and oppor¬ 
tunities. 

During a pre-Super Bowl 
interview on CBS, he said 
“no one should be barred 
from that.” 


The Boy Scouts announced 
last week that it was con¬ 
sidering replacing its long¬ 
standing ban on gays with 
a policy to let troop spon¬ 
sors make their own deci¬ 
sion on the issue. 

The White House said last 
summer during the presi¬ 
dential campaign that 
Obama opposed the 
Scouts’ policy of excluding 
gays as members. 

Gay rights activists praised 
last week’s announce¬ 
ment, while some conser¬ 
vative church groups ex¬ 
pressed alarmO 



Frank Zamora, 67, holds an old photo of his son Dominic Zamora, 
then 8, sitting on the lap of his abuser, priest Michael Stephen 
Baker. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes) 


of pages of the previously 
secret personnel files of 122 
priests accused of molest¬ 
ing children. 

In his letter, Gomez de¬ 
scribed the latest records 
to be made public as “bru¬ 
tal and painful reading." 
“The behavior described in 
these files is terribly sad and 
evil," Gomez wrote. “There 
is no excuse, no explaining 
away what happened to 
these children. The priests 
involved had the duty to 
be their spiritual fathers 
and they failed.” 

Outside Our Lady of the 
Angels Cathedral in down¬ 
town Los Angeles, Don¬ 
ald L. Kohles stood with a 
picket sign reading “Phony 
Mahony.” Kohles, who de¬ 
scribed himself as a devout 
Catholic, told the Times 
that “The church needs to 
be purified.”□ 
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Details emerge about man at center of US standoff 


BRUCE SMITH 
MELISSA GABRIEL 
Associated Press 
MIDLAND CITY, Alabama 
(AP) — As an Alabama 
standoff and hostage dra¬ 
ma marked a sixth day Sun¬ 
day, more details emerged 
about the suspect at the 
center, with neighbors and 
officials painting a picture 
of an isolated man es¬ 
tranged from his family. 
Authorities say Jim Lee 
Dykes, 65 — a decorated 
veteran of the Vietnam 
War known as Jimmy to 
neighbors — gunned down 
a school bus driver and 
then abducted a 5-year- 
old boy from the bus, tak¬ 
ing him to an underground 
bunker on his rural prop¬ 
erty. The driver, 66-year- 
old Charles Albert Poland 
Jr., who was shot trying to 
protect children on his bus. 





Jimmy Lee Dykes, 65, who 
allegedly fatally shot a school 
bus driver and kidnapped a 
5-year-old in Alabama. 

(The New York Times) 

was buried Sunday. 

Dykes, described as a 
loner who railed against 
the government, lives up 
a dirt road outside this tiny 
hamlet north of Dothan in 
the southeast corner of the 
state. His home is just off 
the main road north to the 


state capital of Montgom¬ 
ery, about 80 miles (130 ki¬ 
lometers) away. 

The FBI said in a statement 
Sunday that authorities 
continue to have an open 
line of communication 
with Dykes. The little boy re¬ 
quested Cheez-lts and red 
Hot Wheels cars, and both 
were delivered to the bun¬ 
ker, FBI spokesman Jason 
Pack told The Associated 
Press. Authorities had said 
they also were delivering 
medicine and other com¬ 
fort items, and that Dykes 
was making the child as 
comfortable as possible. 

In the nearby community 
of Ozark on Sunday, more 
than 500 people filed into 
the Civic Center to pay a 
final tribute to Poland. 
Poland is now “an angel 
who is watching over” 
the little boy, said Dale 
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County School Superin¬ 
tendent Donny Bynum, 
who read letters written 
by three students who had 
ridden on Poland’s bus. 
“You didn't deserve to 
die but you died knowing 
you kept everyone safe,” 
one child wrote. Authori¬ 
ties said Dykes boarded a 
stopped school bus filled 
with 21 children Tuesday 
afternoon and demanded 
two boys between 6 and 
8 years old. When Poland 
tried to block his way, the 
gunman shot him several 
times and took the 5-year- 
old boy. Outside the funer¬ 
al, school buses from sev¬ 
eral counties lined the fu¬ 
neral procession route. The 
buses had black ribbons 
tied to their side mirrors. 
Dykes grew up in the Do¬ 
than area. Mel Adams, 
a Midland City Council 
member who owns the lot 
where reporters are gath¬ 


ered, said he has known 
Dykes since they were ages 
3 and 4. He said Dykes has 
a sister and a brother, but 
that he is estranged from 
his family. Adams said he 
didn’t know what caused 
the falling-out, but that “he 
had told part of his fam¬ 
ily to go to hell.” Midland 
City Mayor Virgil Skipper 
said Dykes’ sister is in a 
nursing home. Adams said 
law enforcement officers 
have talked to Dykes’ fam¬ 
ily members and advised 
them not to speak with re¬ 
porters, and that officers 
told her there was nothing 
she could do to help the 
child in the bunker. The FBI 
said in a statement Sunday 
that authorities continue to 
have an open line of com¬ 
munication with Dykes and 
that they planned to deliv¬ 
er to the bunker addition¬ 
al comfort items such as 
food, toys and medicine.Q 


Bronx teen accused of 
throwing boy off a roof 


COLIN MOYNIHAN 
JULIE TURKEWITZ 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - A Bronx 
9-year-old boy who had 
been thrown from the roof 
of his apartment building 
was able to identify his at¬ 
tacker to a police officer, 
and that led to the arrest of 
a neighbor, the police said 
Saturday. 

Officers found the victim 
on the ground in front of 
the five-story brick build¬ 
ing about 8:30 p.m. Friday 
after receiving a 911 call. 
He was taken to NewYork- 
Presbyte rian/Columbia 
hospital, where he was list¬ 
ed in critical condition Sat¬ 
urday with “severe body 
trauma” and was on life 
support, a police official 
said. 

Neighbors at the build¬ 
ing, at 1545 Nelson Ave. in 
Morris Heights, described 
the boy on Saturday as a 
friendly, extroverted child, 
who was quick to greet 
people in the hallways. 
They said that he and other 
children sometimes played 
on the roof. 

One neighbor, Wanda 
Simonetti, 59, who lives in 
the apartment below the 


boy’s, said she peered 
from her window on Friday 
night after hearing the wail 
of ambulance sirens and 
saw him lying on the side¬ 
walk. 

“He was unrecognizable,” 
Simonetti said. “I heard 
him on the ground call¬ 
ing, ‘Mommy, Mommy'; he 
was in pain.” As the boy 
was being driven to the 
hospital, the police official 
said, he told an officer that 
a 17-year-old neighbor, 
Casmine Aska, had thrown 
him from the roof after they 
had some sort of dispute. 
“He named him,” the of¬ 
ficial said Saturday. “The 
boy named the suspect.” 
The official added that de¬ 
tectives were investigat¬ 
ing the possibility that Aska 
had forcibly taken the boy 
from his apartment. 

Aska was stopped by of¬ 
ficers as he was leaving 
the building with his moth¬ 
er and a brother. He was 
charged with attempted 
murder on Saturday. 

During questioning by in¬ 
vestigators, the police said, 
Aska gave conflicting ac¬ 
counts of what had hap¬ 
pened with the boy on the 
roof.Q 
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Secret bipartisan group to unveil immigration plan 


ASHLEY PARKER 
© 2013 New York Times 

The group met, on and 
off, in almost complete se¬ 
crecy for nearly four years. 
It lost members to political 
disagreements, and to re- 
election battles. After the 
November elections, it re¬ 
grouped and redoubled its 
efforts. 

Soon, the bipartisan group 
of about eight House 
members hopes to unveil 
its own immigration legisla¬ 
tion, adding a voice to a 
growing swell of politicians 
- a bipartisan group in the 
Senate, as well as President 
Barack Obama - who say 
they are serious about 
overhauling the nation’s 
immigration system by the 
end of the year. 

“For the last six or seven 
years, there had been no 
one to partner with, but 
since Nov. 6 there's been a 
lot of new dance partners, 
and that's good,” said 
Rep. Luis V. Gutierrez, D-lll., 
a member of the group. 
“The table is filling up with 
people, and people are 
talking and they’re having 
conversations.” 

Aides and members would 
not confirm on the record 
the group's exact compo¬ 
sition, but they said it would 
have an equal number of 
Democrats and Republi¬ 
cans. In addition to Guti¬ 
errez, the chairman of the 
Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus’ immigration task 
force, those involved in the 
discussions, aides said, in¬ 
clude Rep. Xavier Becerra 
and Zoe Lofgren, both Cal¬ 
ifornia Democrats; John 
Yarmuth, D-Ky.; Reps. John 
Carter and Sam Johnson, 
both Texas Republicans; 
Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Fla.; 
and Raul R. Labrador, R- 
Idaho. 

On Tuesday, the House 
Judiciary Committee is 
scheduled to hold its first 
hearing on the immigration 


issue. The bipartisan group 
of House members hopes 
to release legislation of its 
own, perhaps accompa- 


group has met at least 
once a week, for at least 
an hour, when the House 
is in session. Those close 



Rep. Xavier Becerra (D-Calif.) is among the representatives 
whom are believed to be members of a bipartisan group 
preparing to offer a plan for overhauling immigration laws. 

(Doug Mills/ The New York Times) 


to the group said its mem¬ 
bers largely agree with the 
broad principles that were 
released by their Senate 
counterparts last Monday. 
The House and Senate 
working groups have been 
in touch. 

Gutierrez said he had a 
productive meeting in 
December with Sen. Mar¬ 
co Rubio, R-Fla., and has 
talked with Sen. Robert 
Menendez, D-N.J. 

“We are in touch with our 
counterparts in the House,” 
Sen. Charles E. Schumer, 
D-N.Y., a member of the 


bipartisan Senate group 
on immigration, confirmed 
at a news conference on 
Thursday. 

The House group is working 
on a timetable similar to 
the Senate’s. After it intro¬ 
duces its legislation, it plans 
to take it through the com¬ 
mittee process and have 
a vote before the August 
recess. 

“The goal is a bill,” Stone 
said. “Let’s dot the i’s and 
cross the t’s, and that's ba¬ 
sically where it is, and let's 
move forward. The goal is 
as soon as possible.”□ 
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nied by its own set of prin¬ 
ciples, by Feb. 12, the day 
Obama delivers the State 
of the Union address. 

In a town where leaks are 
the currency of doing busi¬ 
ness, those with knowl¬ 
edge of the group said 
the legislators' tight-lipped 
discipline was remarkable 
- and necessary. 

“I think there’s a biparti¬ 
san group of members that 
have been meeting now 
for three or four years,” 
Boehner said at the lunch. 
“Frankly, I think they basi¬ 
cally have an agreement. 
I’ve not seen the agree¬ 
ment. I don't know all the 
pitfalls in it. But it’s, in my 
view, the right group of 
members.” 

“You’ve got folks in this 
room who are truly, as 
conservative Republicans 
would call them, far-left 
liberals, and you've got 
some folks in the room who 
the liberals would call far- 
right conservatives,” said 
John Stone, a spokesman 
for Carter. 

Since the election, the 
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FM: Iran open to new nuclear talks 


Turkey pledges support for 
opposition leaders in Syria 


STEVEN ERLANGER 
© 2013 New York Times 
MUNICH - Iran’s foreign 
minister said Sunday that 
his country was open to 
a renewed offer of direct 
talks with the United States 
on its nuclear program and 
looked favorably on a pro¬ 
posal for a new round of 
multilateral nuclear nego¬ 
tiations on Feb. 25 in Ka¬ 
zakhstan. 

But the Iranian official, Ali 
Akbar Salehi, does not 
have the power in the 
Iranian system to decide 
these matters on his own, 
so his comments were 
viewed by European and 
U.S. officials as more atmo¬ 
spheric, designed for the 
trans-Atlantic audience at 
the Munich Security Con¬ 
ference, than definitive. 
Salehi called a restated of¬ 
fer here for direct talks with 
Washington, expressed 
Saturday by Vice President 
Joe Biden, “a step for¬ 
ward” and said, “We take 
these statements with posi¬ 
tive consideration." 

But Salehi quickly added 
that “each time we have 
come and negotiated, it 
was the other side, unfortu¬ 
nately, who did not heed” 
its commitments. 

And he complained to 
the Iranian news media 
of “contradictory signals” 
from President Barack 
Obama and “the threat¬ 
ening rhetoric that every¬ 
thing is on the table,” in¬ 
cluding military means to 
prevent Iran from attaining 
a nuclear weapon. 

“This does not go along with 
this gesture” of direct talks, 
he said, “so we will have to 
wait a little bit longer and 
see if they are really faithful 
this time."Having negoti¬ 
ated in the past with Wash¬ 
ington over Iraq, he said, 
Iran had no “red lines.” 
Similarly, Salehi said he had 
“good news,” hearing that 
the European Union for¬ 


eign policy chief, Cathe¬ 
rine Ashton, had proposed 
another round of nego¬ 
tiations with Iran by the five 
permanent members of 
the U.N. Security Council 
and Germany during the 
week of Feb. 25 in Kazakh¬ 
stan. 

Iran has regularly delayed 
such meetings, which the 
six powers had hoped to 
restart in December, and 
then in January, with argu¬ 
ments over location and 
timing. 

Iran is represented in nu¬ 
clear talks by Saeed Jalili, 
who is designated as the 
“personal representative” 


of Iran's supreme leader. 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. It is 
Khamenei who will decide 
matters on the nuclear is¬ 
sue, and certainly will de¬ 
cide whether Iran opens 
direct talks with the U.S., 
which he regards as intent 
on leadership change in 
Iran, the officials said. 

Jalili is in Damascus meet¬ 
ing with officials from the 
Syrian government, which 
Iran is supporting with arms, 
fuel and cash. 

Biden said bluntly in re¬ 
sponse to a question on 
Saturday that Washington 
was prepared for bilat¬ 
eral talks with Iran “when 
the Iranian leadership, su¬ 


preme leader, is serious.” 
Biden added that the offer 
of talks “stands, but it must 
be real and tangible, and 
there has to be an agenda 
that they are prepared to 
speak to. We are not pre¬ 
pared to do it just for the 
exercise.” 

Ashton's spokesman, Mi¬ 
chael Mann, noted that 
she has been proposing 
various dates and loca¬ 
tions to Tehran since De¬ 
cember, “so it is good to 
hear that the foreign minis¬ 
ter finally confirmed now.” 
But he added: “We hope 
the negotiating team will 
also confirm.” 


Iran has played hard to 
get on the nuclear issue, 
say Western diplomats in¬ 
volved with the talks, and 
Jalili has regularly refused 
offers to meet separately 
with the U.S. negotiator in 
the multilateral talks, who 
is now Wendy R. Sherman, 
the undersecretary for po¬ 
litical affairs in the State 
Department. 

In the last round of talks, 
in Moscow in June, Iran in¬ 
sisted that the world pow¬ 
ers lift all sanctions against 
Tehran as a precondition 
for substantive talks on re¬ 
ducing or eliminating Iran's 
growing stockpile of en¬ 
riched uranium.O 


BARBARA SURK 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Turkey on 
Sunday pledged its contin¬ 
ued support for the Syrian 
opposition, saying its lead¬ 
ers should not be pressured 
into talks with the regime 
as civil war rages. 

Speaking at a security con¬ 
ference in Germany, Turk¬ 
ish Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu said his country 
supports efforts to end the 
bloodshed in Syria, but he 
understands the opposi¬ 
tion’s refusal to talk to Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad after so 
many Syrian deaths in the 
fight to topple him. 

“It is easy to say now, (the) 
opposition should accept 
to sit with the regime, after 
60,000 people have been 
killed,” Davutoglu said at 
the gathering of top diplo¬ 
mats and security officials 
in Munich. 

“Assuming that tomorrow 
there is a new election in 
(Assad’s) presence, who 
will guarantee the safety 


TODD PITMAN 
Associated Press 
LAIZA, Myanmar (AP) — 
Myanmar’s government 

and ethnic Kachin rebels in 
northern Myanmar will hold 
talks in China this week 
after some of the worst 
fighting in the country in 
years, even as fresh shell¬ 
ing boomed across the 
frontline. The talks will be¬ 
gin Monday in the Chinese 
border town of Ruili, officials 
on both sides said Sunday. 
The meeting comes after 
the army captured several 
strategic guerrilla-held hill¬ 
tops this month in the hills 
around Laiza, which serves 
as a headquarters for the 
rebel movement. The army 
used fighter jets, helicop- 


of the opposition leaders?" 
Davutoglu said. 

Opposition leaders reject 
any talks with Damascus 
until Assad steps down. In 
a sharp departure from 
their resolve, the coalition’s 
president, Moaz al-Khatib, 
said Wednesday he is will¬ 
ing to talk to the regime 
if that would help end 
bloodshed. 

Like the United States and 
its Western allies, Turkey 
has repeatedly called on 
Assad to step down. Assad 
brushed the calls aside, 
outlining a peace proposal 
last month that would put 
him in charge of national 
reconciliation talks. 

Russia, Assad’s most impor¬ 
tant international ally, said 
the insistence on his ouster 
before political talks can 
begin was counterproduc¬ 
tive. 

Another staunch support¬ 
er of Damascus, Iran, said 
Tehran would welcome 
the opposition leaders to 
talks.Q 


ter gunships and intense 
artillery barrages to seize 
the rebel outposts dur¬ 
ing its offensive, and there 
has been speculation that 
the government launched 
the assault to strengthen 
its hand at the negotiat¬ 
ing table. Laiza has been 
largely quiet since Myan¬ 
mar’s army took control of 
Hka Ya Bhum, the highest 
hill in the area, on Jan. 26. 
However, Kachin Indepen¬ 
dence Army officers say 
government troops still spo¬ 
radically shell rebel posts, 
some of which have been 
newly dug as the guerril¬ 
las retreated. The rebels 
say fighting is still occur¬ 
ring in other parts of Kachin 
state.Q 



Iranian Foreign Minister, Ali Akbar Salehi, speaks to reporters on 
the third day of the 49th Munich Security Conference in Munich, 
Germany, Sunday Feb. 3, 2013. (AP Photo/dpa, Tobias Hase) 
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French forces launch airstrikes in northern Mali 



French President Francois Hollande, with Mali's President 
Dioncounda Traore, second from left, at his side, gives an 
address at Independence Place in central Bamako, Mali 
Saturday, Feb. 2, 2013. (AP Photo/Thomas Martinez) 


KRISTA LARSON 
THOMAS ADAMSON 
Associated Press 
GOSSI, Mali (AP) — French 
troops launched airstrikes 
on Islamic militant training 
camps and arms depots 
around Kidal and Tessalit 
in Mali’s far north, defense 
officials said Sunday, as the 
first supply convoy of food, 
fuel and parts to eastern 
Mali headed across the 
country. 

French planes pounded 
extremist training camps as 
well as arms and fuel de¬ 
pots from Saturday night 


into the early hours of Sun¬ 
day, according to French 
army Col. Thierry Burkhard. 
“It was an important aer¬ 
ial operation to the north 
of the town Kidal and in 
the Tessalit region where 
we targeted logistical de¬ 
pots and Islamist training 
camps ... some 20 sites,” 
said Burkhard. He said 
there were 30 planes used 
in the operation including 
Mirage and Rafale jets. 

The French intervened in 
Mali on Jan. 11 to stem the 
advance of the al-Qaida- 
linked fighters. Though they 


Afghanistan, Pakistan 
leaders in UK for talks 


LONDON (AP) — The lead¬ 
ers of Afghanistan and 
Pakistan are due to hold 
talks with British Prime Minis¬ 
ter David Cameron in Lon¬ 
don on the Afghan peace 
process. 

Cameron initiated the 
meetings with Afghan Pres¬ 
ident Hamid Karzai and 
Pakistani President Asif Ali 
Zardari last year, aiming 
to boost cooperation be¬ 
tween the countries and 
promote regional stability. 
The talks are expected 
to focus on preventing a 


Taliban resurgence in Af¬ 
ghanistan when British and 
other NATO troops with¬ 
draw from the country next 
year. 

Cameron plans to dine 
with Karzai and Zardari at 
his country residence Che¬ 
quers later Sunday, before 
holding formal talks with 
both leaders and their top 
officials early Monday. 
Downing Street says the tri¬ 
lateral meeting will include 
Afghan and Pakistani army 
and intelligence chiefs for 
the first time. □ 


succeeded in ousting the 
rebels from the three main 
northern cities they occu¬ 
pied, including the fabled 
city of Timbuktu, Sunday’s 
aerial operation highlights 
that the French still see mili¬ 
tants in the extreme north¬ 
ern area near the border 
with Algeria a threat. 

“Here, there's still various 
Islamist groups like the MU- 
JAO, and Ansar Dine,” he 
said. The Islamic extremist 
group the Movement for 


Unity and Oneness of the 
Jihad, is known as MUJAO. 
As the French bombard¬ 
ed in the north, they also 
neared the eastern town 
of Gao with its first supply 
convoy since the conflict 
began. Crowds along the 
roads heading northeast 
from Sevare toward Gao 
on Sunday thronged the 
roads screaming “Vive la 
France!” and old men in 
long flowing robes on bi¬ 
cycles held onto the han¬ 


dlebars with one hand to 
wave as soldiers passed 
by. Even camels grazing 
in acacia trees perked up 
as the 62-vehicle convoy 
spanning 5 kilometers (3 
miles) lumbered by. Others 
passed by in carts, some¬ 
times moving faster than 
the French. 

The convoy was near Gos- 
si, about 200 kilometers 
(124 miles) southwest of its 
final destination of Gao on 
Sunday.Q 
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Turkey: Missing NY woman killed by blow to head 


The Associated Press 
ISTANBUL (AP) — A New 

York City woman who 
went missing and was later 
found dead in Istanbul had 
suffered a fatal blow to the 
head, police said Sunday. 
Forensic experts have not 
concluded their autopsy 
report on the victim, Sarai 
Sierra, but it is “clear" the 
head injury caused her 
death, said Istanbul police 
chief Huseyin Capkin. 

NTV, a Turkish broadcaster, 
says 15 people have been 
detained for questioning in 
the case. 

Sierra, a 33-year-old moth¬ 
er of two, was last heard 
from on Jan. 21, the day 
she was to fly home from 
a vacation. Her body was 
discovered Saturday eve¬ 
ning near the remnants of 
ancient city walls. 


In Washington, the U.S. 
State Department con¬ 
firmed Sierra’s death in Is¬ 
tanbul, thanked Turkey’s 
government for its exten¬ 
sive efforts to locate her 
body and said the investi¬ 
gation of what happened 
to her would continue. 

“We are also appreciative 
of the many expressions of 
sympathy received from 
the Turkish people,” the 
State Department said in 
its statement. 

Sierra, whose children are 
9 and 11, had left for Istan¬ 
bul on Jan. 7 to explore her 
photography hobby. 

She was in regular contact 
with friends and relatives, 
and had told them she 
would visit Galata Bridge, 
which spans Istanbul's 
Golden Horn waterway, to 
take photosO 
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Police officers search for evidence where the body of missing New York City woman Sarai Sierra 
was found in a low-income district of Sarayburnu in Istanbul, Turkey, Sunday, Feb. 3, 2013. 

(AP Photo) 


Stun gun used on armed man 
outside of Buckingham Palace 


SYLVIA HUI 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Police 
used a stun gun to arrest 
a man armed with knives 
outside Buckingham Pal¬ 
ace on Sunday, as throngs 
of tourists gathered to 
watch the Changing of the 
Guard ceremony there. 
Scotland Yard said the 
man, thought to be in his 
50s, was spotted carry¬ 
ing two knives outside the 
central gate of the London 
tourist landmark. He did 
not threaten other people 
at the scene, but when 


challenged by police he 
acted aggressively. 

Officers used the stun gun 
on him and took him to 
a London police station, 
Scotland Yard said. No one 
was injured. 

A video posted onto You¬ 
Tube by a witness showed 
mounted police clearing 
tourists from the area as 
the unidentified man put 
a kitchen knife to his neck 
and shouted. The man took 
several swipes with one of 
his knives at an approach¬ 
ing policeman, who fired 
the stun gun. The man then 


fell to the ground and was 
surrounded by policemen 
in front of hundreds of on¬ 
lookers. 

Other witnesses said the 
man had broken through 
a security cordon and was 
attempting to walk toward 
the palace guards when 
he was stopped by police. 
About 15 officers sur¬ 
rounded the man once 
he’d been subdued, said 
witness Kevin Burrows, 33. 
“Everybody was standing 
back when it happened, 
and people were actually 
quite calm. I think every¬ 
one was surprised,” said 
Burrows. 

The confrontation took 
place just before noon 
— a busy time when visi¬ 
tors from around the world 
flock to the front of the pal¬ 
ace to watch the Chang¬ 
ing of the Guard ceremo¬ 
ny, which takes place ev¬ 
ery other morning during 
the winter. □ 
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Under a picture of Cuba's leader Fidel Castro, a schoolgirl raises her hand confirming a voter 
is properly casting his ballot at a polling station during parliament elections in Havana, Cuba, 
Sunday, Feb. 3, 2013. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa) 


HAVANA (AP) — Millions of 
Cubans voted Sunday for 
parliamentary candidates 
in elections critics say are 
closed and offer no real 
competition, but that the 
government defends as 
part of grass-roots democ¬ 
racy. 

The elected unicameral 
legislature will convene 
Feb. 24 and pick a new 


parliament chief for the first 
time in two decades, with 
the body’s longtime lead¬ 
er, Ricardo Alarcon, not on 
the ballot. 

The body is also expected 
to rename Raul Castro, 
whom state TV showed 
casting his ballot in the 
eastern province of San¬ 
tiago, as president for an¬ 
other five years. 


Voting began last October 
with municipal elections. 
Term limits do not exist in 
Cuba, but on various oc¬ 
casions Castro has pro¬ 
posed limiting public of¬ 
ficials including the presi¬ 
dent to two consecutive 
periods in office. 
Government critics call 
Cuban elections perfunc¬ 
tory, noting that only the 


Paraguay: 

Presidential hopeful Oviedo dies in crash 


PEDRO SERVIN 
Associated Press 
ASUNCION, Paraguay (AP) 

— Paraguayan presiden¬ 
tial candidate Lino Cesar 
Oviedo has been killed in 
a helicopter crash, authori¬ 
ties said Sunday, ending a 
dramatic political career 
that included coups and 
repeated attempts to lead 
this impoverished 6.5 mil- 
lion-person country. 

Oviedo was returning with 
his bodyguard from a po¬ 
litical rally in northern Para¬ 
guay Saturday night when 
his pilot encountered bad 
weather. All three were 
killed in the crash, said 
Johnny Villalba, a spokes¬ 
man for Paraguay’s airport 


authority. 

Defense Minister Maria Liz 
Garcia said she traveled 
to the scene Sunday with 
Oviedo's daughter, con¬ 
gresswoman Fabiola Ovie¬ 
do, and confirmed that the 
helicopter “disintegrated.” 
“One resident who lives 
near the accident scene 
said they heard a single 
explosion Saturday night,” 
she added. “The aircraft 
ended up disintegrated 
and out of respect to the 
families of the victims, I 
won’t release details about 
the cadavers." 

The air traffic control tow¬ 
er in the provincial city of 
Concepcion received the 
pilot’s last communica¬ 


tion, Garcia said — a brief 
message that they were 
changing course due to a 
storm at 9 p.m. local time. 
Lino Oviedo, 69, was run¬ 
ning in April’s elections 
as leader of Paraguay’s 
third-largest opposition 
party, the National Union 
of Ethical Citizens. A re¬ 
tired general and former 
army chief, Oviedo had 
tried for years to take the 
helm of his nation, and 
not always through demo¬ 
cratic means. As a colonel 
in 1989, Oviedo had been 
tasked with taking prisoner 
none other than Alfredo 
Stroessner, the feared dic¬ 
tator who had ruled Para¬ 
guay since 1954.Q 


Cubans vote on slate of 
parliament candidates 


Communist Party is permit¬ 
ted on the island and only 
one approved candidate 
is on the ballot for each 
seat in parliament. Castro 
and his older brother Fidel, 
now retired, have headed 
up the government for five 
decades. Authorities say 
the lack of multiple par¬ 
ties or political campaign¬ 
ing keeps corruption and 
special-interest money out 
of elections, and point to 
high turnout as proof that 
it’s a participatory system. 
Parliamentary candidates 
don’t need to belong to 
the Communist Party, but 
those who don't generally 
are members of allied or¬ 
ganizations. 

“It is a different electoral 
system. Personally I find it 
is more democratic than 


(others) I know,” Foreign 
Minister Bruno Rodriguez 
said after casting his ballot 
at a school in an upscale 
neighborhood of western 
Havana. More than 8 mil¬ 
lion islanders are eligible to 
vote, and will approve 612 
members of the National 
Assembly and over 1,600 
provincial delegates. The 
government said turnout in 
2008, when the last parlia¬ 
mentary election was held, 
was 96.8 percent. “I come 
to vote of my own volition 
with the hope that we will 
see the delegates and 
representatives do their 
job, that they don’t just get 
comfortable, that we see 
improvement,” said Arnal- 
do Herrera, a 54-year-old 
electrician, at a polling site 
in historic Old Havana. □ 
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‘Pt&i&tf C&tA j4d teca&e $20 dtectwe€ ftei c&ufiLc 

* Champagne Brunch * Beach & Cave Tour 

■ Sunset Cruise * Wet’n Wild- Jeep Teur 

■ Salt & Snorkel 

PtlkAh Pier (btlwdtirt Holiday ION and Playii Linda Rfci&ft), Hulidrty I OH 
Towel Hut Canldl. Holiday Inn Cortekifga, Holiday Inn Lobby, We&lin Aruba 
Poolside, Watiin Aruba LGwer Lobby. Del Mar BHCh Rasorl. 

Or book online el www.polioen-erube.oom 



For reservation call:: 
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US military expanding Latin America drug war 


MARTHA MENDOZA 
AP National Writer 

The crew members aboard 
the USS Underwood could 
see through their night 
goggles what was hap¬ 
pening on the fleeing go- 
fast boat: Someone was 
dumping bales. 

When the Navy guid- 
ed-missile frigate later 
dropped anchor in Pana¬ 
manian waters on that sun¬ 
ny August morning. Ensign 
Clarissa Carpio, a 23-year- 
old from San Francisco, 
climbed into the inflatable 
dinghy with four unarmed 
sailors and two Coast 
Guard officers like herself, 
carrying light submachine 
guns. It was her first de¬ 
ployment, but Carpio was 
ready for combat. 

Fighting drug traffickers 
was precisely what she’d 
trained for. In the most ex¬ 
pensive initiative in Latin 
America since the Cold 
War, the U.S. has milita¬ 
rized the battle against the 
traffickers, spending more 
than $20 billion in the past 
decade. U.S. Army troops. 
Air Force pilots and Navy 
ships outfitted with Coast 
Guard counternarcotics 
teams are routinely de¬ 
ployed to chase, track and 
capture drug smugglers. 
The sophistication and vio¬ 
lence of the traffickers is so 


great that the U.S. military 
is training not only law en¬ 
forcement agents in Latin 
American nations, but their 
militaries as well, building a 
network of expensive hard¬ 
ware, radar, airplanes, 
ships, runways and refuel¬ 
ing stations to stem the tide 
of illegal drugs from South 
America to the U.S. 


According to State De¬ 
partment and Pentagon 
officials, stopping drug¬ 
trafficking organizations 
has become a matter of 
national security because 
they spread corruption, un¬ 
dermine fledgling democ¬ 
racies and can potentially 
finance terrorists. 

U.S. drug czar Gil Ker- 
likowske, pointing to dra¬ 
matic declines in violence 


and cocaine production 
in Colombia, says the strat¬ 
egy works. “The results are 
historic and have tremen¬ 
dous implications, not just 
for the United States and 
the Western Hemisphere, 
but for the world," he said 
at a conference on drug 
policy last year. 

The Associated Press ex¬ 


amined U.S. arms export 
authorizations, defense 
contracts, military aid, and 
exercises in the region, 
tracking a drug war strat¬ 
egy that began in Colom¬ 
bia, moved to Mexico and 
is now finding fresh focus 
in Central America, where 
brutal cartels mark an en¬ 
emy motivated not by ide¬ 
ology but by cash. 

The U.S. authorized the 


sale of a record $2.8 bil¬ 
lion worth of guns, satel¬ 
lites, radar equipment and 
tear gas to Western Hemi¬ 
sphere nations in 2011, four 
times the authorized sales 
10 years ago, according 
to the latest State Depart¬ 
ment reports. Over the 
same decade, defense 
contracts jumped from 
$119 million to $629 million, 
supporting everything from 
Kevlar helmets for the Mex¬ 
ican army to airport run¬ 
ways in Aruba, according 
to federal contract data. 
Last year $830 million, al¬ 
most $9 out of every $10 of 
U.S. law enforcement and 
military aid spent in the re¬ 
gion, went toward coun¬ 
tering narcotics, up 30 per¬ 
cent in the past decade. 
Many in the military and 
other law enforcement 
agencies — the Drug En¬ 
forcement Administration, 
U.S. Immigration and Cus¬ 
toms Enforcement, FBI — 
applaud the U.S. strategy, 
but critics say militarizing 
the drug war in a region 
fraught with tender de¬ 
mocracies and long-cor¬ 
rupt institutions can stir po¬ 
litical instability while bare¬ 
ly touching what the U.N. 
estimates is a $320 billion 
global illicit drug market. 
Congressman Eliot En¬ 
gel (D-N.Y.), who chaired 


the U.S. House Subcom¬ 
mittee on the Western 
Hemisphere for the past 
four years, says the U.S.- 
supported crackdown on 
Mexican cartels only left 
them “stronger and more 
violent." He intends to re¬ 
introduce a proposal for a 
Western Hemisphere Drug 
Policy Commission to eval¬ 
uate antinarcotics efforts. 
“Billions upon billions of 
U.S. taxpayer dollars have 
been spent over the years 
to combat the drug trade 
in Latin America and the 
Caribbean,” he said. “In 
spite of our efforts, the 
positive results are few 
and far between.” At any 
given moment, 4,000 U.S. 
troops are deployed in Lat¬ 
in America and as many 
as four U.S. Navy ships 
are plying the Caribbean 
and Pacific coastlines of 
Central America. U.S. pi¬ 
lots clocked more than 
46,400 hours in 2011 flying 
anti-drug missions, and U.S. 
agents from at least 10 law 
enforcement agencies 
spread across the conti¬ 
nent. As the new year be¬ 
gins, Congress is still with¬ 
holding an estimated $30 
million in aid to Honduras, 
about a third of all the U.S. 
aid slotted for this year. 

But there are no plans to 
rethink the strategyO 



U.S. Navy sailors look out at a small sailing vessel as the USS 
Underwood prepares to approach them while patrolling in 
international waters near Panama. (AP Photo/Dario Lopez-Mills) 
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Shari and Duffy say “YES” to each other once again 


EAGLE BEACH - Shari and 
Henry (Duffy) Timme hail 
from Endeavor, Wisconsin, 
buf for the past 30 years 
have found their way to 
Aruba where they spend 
an average of 4 weeks 
among their many friends 
and relatives and enjoy 
the warm weather and the 
hospitality of its people. 
2003 saw Shari and Duffy 
celebrate their 40th wed¬ 
ding anniversary and as 
the sun set on yet anoth¬ 
er wonderful day, they 
pledged eternal love to 
one another. 

Fast forward to January 30, 
2013 and nothing would 
make Shari and Duffy hap¬ 
pier than pledging their 
love for each other in front 
of their friends and relatives 
as they now celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary. 
On hand for this special 
occasion were son Bill, 
daughter Susy, grandkids 
Nick, Allen, Sawyer and 
many friends they have 
made over the many 




years. 

Standing in for this special 
occasion just as they did 
10 years ago are longtime 
friends, Irma and Juan 
Kock. 

Thanks to Playa Linda 
Beach Resort and its fine 


people who always provid¬ 
ed great cooperation and 
managed to give these 
celebrations a very special 
meaning. 

A very special Thanks goes 
to Dominee Dekker who 
just like he did 10 years 


ago, once again was on 
hand to bless our great 
friends Shari and Duffy. 
May they be blessed 
with many more happy 
years and many returns 
to their “Home away from 
Home.”Q 
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FOR THE ORIGINAL SUSHI HERE IN ARURA 


,fc HOUSE or ] A PAN 

THE BEST SUSHI PLACE 


All LOCATED AT THE SOUTH OEACH CEHTRE 

Sunday thru Thursday from 5:00pm -1:00am 
Friday and Saturday from 5:00pm - 2:00am 


Caribbean Palm Village Resort enjoys Carnival! 




taurant, and Romi from 
Madeleine’s Beauty Spa. 
The winner, from the Ac¬ 
counting Department, 
Rosalba Rasmijn, cap¬ 
tured the hearts of the jury 
and moved the public to 
dance and cheer, as she 
was crowned by Tekla Kel¬ 
ly at the end of a fun and 
much-enjoyed election 
happening.Q 


i acuity 

On *The, 


@/otca£ 

She is from 

* 

Caracas Venezuela 
Staying at the 
Westin hotel. First 
time in Aruba. We 
wish her a pleasant 
stay hfefe in Aruba 

1 

WINNER OFjTRIP ADVISOR S CERTIFICATE OF 

Rest Lobster Houseandjnternational 
_ Cuisine’s Restaurant 


NOORD - The much an¬ 
ticipated Queen Election 
& Party at the Caribbean 
Palm Village Resort was at¬ 
tended by all associates as 
four different departments 
sent well-prepared candi¬ 
dates into the public arena 
to compete for the cov¬ 
eted crown and sash. 

The candidates from the 
Accounting, Front Desk, 
Housekeeping and the 
Maintenance Depart¬ 
ments went all out to im¬ 
press the jury with their 
Carnival spirit. They had to 
work very hard because 
they were not just facing 
any jury, they had to intro¬ 
duce themselves to a VIP 
group on judges including 
the President of the Aruba 
Carnival Foundation, Tekla 
Kelly, artist Rhona Lem- 
minga, restaurateur Ankie 
Pasch of Scabeche Res- 
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Legendary Carnival Special & Carnival Costume Show at Hard Rock Cafe 


PALM BEACH - The Carnival 
season is here and the entire 
island is ready to celebrate. 
Don't be left out: come and 
join us at the Hard Rock 
Cafe Aruba in Carnival fes¬ 
tive ambiance every Mon¬ 
day night starting at 9pm on 
our outdoor terrace. Let the 
rhythm of Carnival put you 
in the beat with LIVE MUSIC 
and our beautiful dancers 
with their dazzling costumes 
will take you off your feet. 
You will be rocking to the is¬ 


land’s most celebrated test 
CARNIVAL every Monday 
night at Hard Rock Cafe 
starting at 9pm. 

Every day during the entire 
carnival season either for 
lunch or dinner, take ad¬ 
vantage of Hard Rock Cafe 
Carnival promotion “Leg¬ 
endary Carnival”, which 
consists of any lOoz Angus 
Beef Legendary Burger 
cooked to your liking, a 16oz 
glass Balashi Draft Beer (lo¬ 
cal beer), and a Hard Rock 




Cafe & Balashi Carnival 59 
T-Shirt at a very special fixed 
price of $20,- per person: 
offer ends February 11th at 
12midnight! 

Or join us every night with 
Live Music from 9:30pm un¬ 


til 12 midnight with rocking 
bar specials on our outdoor 
terrace and let us Rock your 
night. Something’s always 
happening at Hard Rock 
Cafe Aruba. 

Hard Rock Cafe Aruba is 


situated at the South Beach 
Centre on the high rise ho¬ 
tel strip just across the street 
from Radisson Hotel. Open 
every day of the week for 
Lunch and Dinner from 
11 am - 12 midnight. □ 



at Alhambra Casino 


Daher&Co 


The Lazy Lizard 
The Market 
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Play in our fantastic' 

3)SQ%)GQDGQSDuQSQ 1] every Monday! 

Registration starts at 7pm with a ^I^^CASH PRIZE pool! 


**_/. T • Baskin-Robbins linger- 
-Dunkin Donuts Asian Flavors 

•sroinoer • Fusion -w™, * «an Valdez Cafe 

Cigar & Wine Bar • Little Caesars 

i >m ii • Subwa » 

Retail 

N • Aruba Aloe® • Int 
- - • Aruba Memories The 


Where Aruba goes fo play! 
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At the Caribbean Palm Village: 

Visitors David and Shirley Grahek honored by ATA 




, week days 
8am - 5pm. 

av and Sunday 
,ointment only. 


Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 


^ • - - :--g—s» 

- 7 §> 


3 minutes drive to 


Arashi Beach 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,000 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 
Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 


(bobl (/eetfC 

V Malmok • Aruba 


NOORD - Recently the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure of 
honoring a very nice cou¬ 
ple whom are loyal and 
friendly visitors of Aruba, 
at the Caribbean palm 
Village, as Ambassadors 
of Goodwill. The symbolic 
honorary title is presented 
in the name of the Minister 
of Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 20-or-more 
consecutive years. The 
honorees were David and 


Shirley Grahek from Cho- 
cowinity, NC. David and 
Shirley are loyal members 
of the Caribbean Palm Vil¬ 
lage, and they love Aruba 
very much, because of the 
great friendly people, the 
climate, beaches, restau¬ 
rants and to catch up with 
longtime friends .The certifi¬ 
cate was presented by Er¬ 
nest Giel representing the 
ATA, together with Angie 
Gonzales and Gwendolyn 
Correa, representing the 
Caribbean Palm VillageO 



Aruba says “Masha Danki” 



EAGLE BEACH - Sergio 
Laura and Faggion Bat- 
tocchia, residents of Ve¬ 
rona, Italy, were honored 
recently as Distinguished 
Visitors of Aruba! 

The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as a 
token of appreciation to 
guest who visits Aruba for 
between 10-and-20 years 
consecutive. 

These special honorees 
are members of La Quinta 
Beach Resort, and have 


been enjoying the Island 
and all of its wonderful at¬ 
tractions ever since their 
very first visit! 

Darline S. de Cuba, repre¬ 
senting DATA hosted the 
honoring ceremony for 
these two loyal guests of 
our island. 

The main reason they re¬ 
turn to Aruba is because 
they consider Aruba to 
be the Happy Island, the 
great weather, our sugar- 
white sand beaches and 
the local food. 





















































Phil Mickelson tosses the 
ball to his caddy on the third 
green during the final round 
of the Waste Management 
Phoenix Open golf 
tournament, Sunday, Feb. 3, 
2013, in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Associated Press 

Mickelson 
finishes off 
Phoenix Open 
victory 

JOHN NICHOLSON 
AP Sports Writer 
SCOTTSDALE, Arizona (AP) 

— Phil Mickelson com¬ 
pleted a wire-to-wire vic¬ 
tory in the Phoenix Open, 
again flirting with history in 
a dominating four-day run 
at TPC Scottsdale. 
Mickelson shot a 4-under 
67 on Sunday to finish at 
28-under 256, two strokes 
off the PGA Tour record of 
254 set by Tommy Armour 
III in the 2003 Texas Open. 
Mickelson missed a chance 
for a 59 in the first round 
when his 25-foot birdie putt 
on the final hole caught 
the right edge of the cup, 
curled 180 degrees and 
stayed out. He settled for 
a 60 and followed with 
rounds of 65 and 64 to take 
a six-stroke lead into the fi¬ 
nal round. 

Brandt Snedeker finished 
second, four strokes back 
after a 65. 


Continued on Page 18 
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power outage to win Su&enBowJ 






Baltimore Ravens linebacker Ray Lewis (52) and safety 


Bernard Pollard (31) react to an incomplete pass thrown 




by San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepermck 




(7) during the second half of the NFL Super Bowl XLVII 




football game, Sunday, Feb. 3, 2013, in New Orleans. The 
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Phil Mickelson poses for photographers with the championship 
trophy after winning the Waste ManagementPhoenix Open golf 
tournament on Sunday, Feb. 3, 2013, in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


Mickelson 

Continued from Page 17 

Mickelson took a three- 
stroke lead to the 17th tee, 
and nearly drove into the 
left-side water on the driv- 
able par 4, his ball stopping 


a yard short of the hazard. 
He hit his 25-yard second 
shot 15 feet past the hole 
and made the birdie putt. 
Snedeker matched him 
with a little shorter putt to 
remain three shots behind. 
Mickelson parred the par- 


4 18th after another drive 
to the left, one that easily 
cleared the water he hit 
into Friday en route to a 
double bogey. Snedeker 
closed with a bogey. 
Mickelson had his third 
wire-to-wire victory and first 
since the 2006 BellSouth 
Classic — a 13-stroke blow¬ 
out the week before the 
second of his three Masters 
victories. He pushed his vic¬ 
tory total to 41, winning for 
the first time since 51 weeks 
ago at Pebble Beach. 
Making his 24th appear¬ 
ance in the event that he 
also won in 1996 and 2005, 
Mickelson tied the tourna¬ 
ment scoring record set 
by Mark Calcavecchia 
in 2001, and joined Cal¬ 
cavecchia, Arnold Palmer 
and Gene Littler as the only 
three-time winners. With six 
victories in Arizona, Mickel¬ 
son also matched Johnny 
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Miller's tour record. 
Mickelson won after strug¬ 
gling the last two weeks in 
his season-opening events 

— tying for 37th at La Quin¬ 
ta and 51st at Torrey Pines 

— and causing a sensa¬ 
tion by talking about tax 
increases. He now heads 
to Pebble Beach for his title 
defense. 

After three nearly cloudless 
days in the Valley of the 
Sun, the final round was 
played in overcast condi¬ 
tions. Light rain even fell 
for a few minutes as Mick¬ 
elson finished warming up 
on the practice green and 
played the first hole. 

After the rain stopped, 
Mickelson bogeyed the 
par-4 second hole and 
birdied the two front-nine 
par 3s, pulling off his best 
shot of the day on No. 7. 
After Snedeker, four strokes 
back after a birdie on No. 
6, hit within 10 feet of the 
back-left pin to set up a 
birdie, Mickelson’s tee shot 
leaked right and rolled to 
a stop an inch from the 
back fringe, leaving him 55 
feet with a 20-foot swath of 
fringe between his ball and 
the hole. 

Mickelson decided to putt 
through the fringe rather 
than chip over it and had 
caddie Jim Mackay re¬ 
move the flagstick. The 


42-year-old former Arizona 
State star hit it perfectly, 
with the ball avoiding the 
rough, rolling back onto 
the green and racing into 
the cup. 

Mickelson pushed the 
advantage back to four 
strokes with a two-putt 
birdie on the par-5 13th, his 
fourth straight birdie on the 
hole. Snedeker saved par 
on the hole after his drive 
stopped under jumping 
cholla, forcing him to take 
a drop for an unplayable 
lie. 

Mickelson matched Sne¬ 
deker on the next two 
holes, saving par on the 
par-4 14th with a 10-foot 
putt and two-putting for 
birdie on the par-5 15th. 
Snedeker pulled within 
three again on the par-3 
16th, hitting to 5 feet on the 
stadium hole. Mickelson’s 
15-footer slid by the right 
edge. 

Snedeker had his second 
second-place finish of the 
week. He tied for second 
Monday at Torrey Pines, 
four strokes behind Tiger 
Woods in the fog-delayed 
event. 

Scott Piercy shot a 61 to fin¬ 
ish third at 23 under. Ryan 
Moore was fourth at 22 un¬ 
der after a 65, and Ryan 
Palmer closed with a 62 to 
finish fifth at 19 under. 


Women's baseball star, 
movie inspirer Davis dies 



Lavonne “Pepper” Paire- 
Davis, seen here in a file 
photo taken June 11, 2010, at 
Yankee Stadium in New York, 
watches the Houston Astros 
warm up before playing the 
New York Yankees. 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

Lavonne “Pepper” Paire- 
Davis, a star of the All 
American Girls Professional 
Baseball League in the 
1940s and an inspiration 
for the movie “A League of 


Their Own,” has died. She 
was 88. 

Her son William Davis tells 
The Associated Press that 
Paire-Davis died of natural 
causes in Los Angeles on 
Saturday. 

Paire-Davis was a model 
for the character played 
by Geena Davis and 
served as a consultant on 
the 1992 film. 

In 1944, she joined the 
women’s baseball league, 
created in fear that World 
War II would interrupt Ma¬ 
jor League Baseball, and 
played for 10 seasons. 
She was a catcher and 
shortstop, and helped her 
teams win five champion¬ 
ships. She chronicled her 
baseball adventures in the 
2009 book “Dirt in the Skirt.” 
She’s survived by two sons 
and a daughterO 

































NBA Capsules 

Celtics thrive with no Rondo, beat Clippers 


The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Paul Pierce 
scored 22 points and Bos¬ 
ton held off a late come¬ 
back to beat Los Angeles 
and improve to 4-0 since 
losing Rajon Rondo for the 
season to a torn knee liga¬ 
ment. 

The Clippers had pulled to 
103-101 on a 3-pointer by 
Eric Bledsoe with 56 sec¬ 
onds remaining. But Avery 
Bradley drew an offensive 
foul on Los Angeles’ Jamal 
Crawford with 26 seconds 
to go, and Pierce held on 
to the ball before making a 
3-pointer with 2.5 seconds 
left to clinch the win. 

Jeff Green and Leandro 
Barbosa scored 14 points 
each for the Celtics. 

The Clippers were led by 
Bledsoe, replacing Paul, 
and Crawford, who made 
a 3-pointer at the buzzer, 
with 23 points each. 

HEAT 100, RAPTORS 85 
TORONTO (AP) — LeBron 
James scored 30 points, 
Chris Bosh had 28 against 
his former team and the 
Miami Heat beat Toronto 
100-85 Sunday for their 10th 
straight victory over the 
Raptors. 

Dwyane Wade added 
23 points as the Heat 
bounced back after Fri¬ 
day’s 102-89 loss at Indi¬ 
ana, ensuring that coach 
Erik Spolestra will coach 
the Eastern Conference 
All-Stars. The Heat clinched 
the best record in the East 
through Feb. 3 with the win. 
Had Miami lost. New York 
Knicks coach Mike Wood- 
son would have been in 
charge of the East's bench. 
Rudy Gay led the Raptors 
with 29 points and DeMar 
DeRozan had 27. Kyle 
Lowry scored 10 points 
and Aaron Gray had 12 
rebounds for the Raptors, 
who have lost four of five. 
James finished with team 
highs of eight rebounds 
and seven assists, and Bosh 
scored 13 in the fourth 
quarter for Miami, which 
improved to 12-11 on the 



Miami Heat forward LeBron James, right, falls to the floor after trying to dunk over Toronto Raptors center Aaron Gray, left, during first 
half NBA basketball action in Toronto on Sunday Feb. 3, 2013. Associated Press 


road. 

LAKERS 98, PISTONS 97 
AUBURN HILLS, Michigan 
(AP) — Pau Gasol had 23 
points and 10 rebounds, 
and he contested Detroit’s 
last-second alley-oop at¬ 
tempt to help Los Angeles 
hold on for the win. 

The Lakers blew an 18-point 
third-quarter lead but went 
back ahead for good 
on Kobe Bryant's driving 
three-point play with 1:09 
remaining. That gave the 
Lakers a 98-95 lead, and 
they held on despite miss¬ 
ing four free throws in the 
final 16.8 seconds. 

Bryant scored 18 points for 
the Lakers, who have won 
five of six, including their 
last two games without 
Dwight Howard. The All- 
Star center has been out 


with a right shoulder prob¬ 
lem. 


Greg Monroe had 20 
points for Detroit and Will 


Bynum had 18 points and 
10 assists.Q 
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Lights out: Ravens beat 49ers 34-31 in Super Bowl 


HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The 

Baltimore Ravens over¬ 
came a big second-half 
comeback by San Fran¬ 
cisco and a long power 
outage to beat the 49ers 
34-31 in the Super Bowl on 
Sunday. 

A power outage early in 
the second half stopped 
America’s biggest sport¬ 
ing event for more than 
half an hour and threat¬ 
ened to rob the Ravens 
of their momentum that 
had seen them establish a 
22-point lead. 

After the interruption, the 
49ers stormed back, cut¬ 
ting the deficit to just two 
points but Baltimore hung 
on as San Francisco came 
so close to the go-ahead 
score. The 49ers had first- 
and-goal in their final drive, 
trailing by five points, but 
quarterback Colin Kaepe- 
rnick could not connect 
with a receiver. 

The Ravens gave away 
a safety to run down the 
clock, making it 34-31 and 
while San Francisco had 
one last chance on the 
subsequent kick-off return, 
but the runner was quickly 
swallowed up by Ravens 
tacklers, ending the game 
as the Baltimore players 
and staff poured onto the 


field in celebration. 

Ravens quarterback Joe 
Flacco was voted the 
game's MVP, throwing 
three first-half touchdown 
passes, while Jacoby Jones 
returned the second-half 
kickoff 108 yards, a Super 
Bowl record. 

Flacco's superb first half 
and Jones’ return gave 
Baltimore a 28-6 lead, and 
with no team in Super Bowl 
history having overcome 
a deficit of more than 10 
points, the game looked in 
the Ravens' keeping. 

But moments later, lights 
lining the indoor arena 
faded, making it difficult 
to see, and the game was 
stopped. For 34 minute 
the showpiece event was 
at a halt, with some play¬ 
ers sitting by the sideline, 
others on the field, while 
some tossed footballs and 
limbered up. Throughout, 
the cheerleaders went 
through their routines. 
When action resumed, the 
momentum in the game 
suddenly switched. Kaepe- 
rnick and the 49ers scored 
17 consecutive points, 
getting as close as 31-29. 
Flowever they could not 
get ahead and lost a Su¬ 
per Bowl for the first time, 
blemishing their previously 
perfect 5-0 record and re¬ 
maining one short of Pitts- 



Baltimore Ravens quarterback Joe Flacco (5) holds the Vince 
Lombardi Trophy after defeating the San Francisco 49ers 34-31 
in the NFL Super Bowl XLVII football game, Sunday, Feb. 3, 2013, 
in New Orleans. 

Associated Press 



San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick (7) reacts after throwing an incomplete pass during the second half of the NFL 
Super Bowl XLVII football game against the Baltimore Ravens, Sunday, Feb. 3, 2013, in New Orleans. 

Associated Press 


burgh's record six titles. 

The AFC champion Ra¬ 
vens, a franchise that 
moved from Cleveland to 
Baltimore 17 years ago, 
improved to 2-0 in the big 
game. They also won the 
championship in 2001, 
when linebacker Ray Lew¬ 
is was voted the game’s 
MVP. Lewis was not a ma¬ 
jor factor this time, but he 
was a center of attention, 
playing in the final game of 
his 17-year career. 

As well as Lewis, it was a tri¬ 
umph for Baltimore coach 
John Harbaugh, who got 
the better of younger 
brother Jim, who led San 
Francisco in the first in¬ 
stance of brothers coach¬ 
ing against each other in 
the Super Bowl. 

Still, the older brother didn't 
do it without a large dose 
of anxiety as San Francisco 
rallied. 

First, Kaepernick threw a 
31-yard touchdown pass 
to Michael Crabtree who 
turned and got past some 
lax defense to cut the defi¬ 
cit to 15 points midway 
through the third quarter. 
Then, with 5 minutes left 
in the third quarter, Frank 
Gore swept around right 
end for a 6-yard TD run, 
making it 28-20. 

San Francisco tacked on 
David Akers' 34-yard field 
goal to get within 28-23 af¬ 
ter he missed from a longer 
distance but the Ravens 
fouled by running into the 
kicker. It was his third suc¬ 
cessful kick of the game 
after hitting from 36 and 27 
yards in the first half. 

About 2 minutes into the 
fourth quarter, rookie kick¬ 
er Justin Tucker made a 19- 
yard field goal to stretch 
the Ravens' lead to 31-23. 
Not long later, Kaeper- 
nick’s 15-yard run around 
the left side — the longest 
TD run by a quarterback in 
Super Bowl history — made 
it 31-29. His 2-point conver¬ 
sion pass intended for Ran¬ 
dy Moss was incomplete. 

A 38-yard field goal by 
Tucker made it 34-29 with 
4:19 left in regulation. 
Kaepernick and the 49ers 
drove toward the end- 
zone, but on fourth down, 
his fade pass toward Crab¬ 
tree was incomplete, with 
Jim Harbaugh screaming, 
to no avail, on the sideline 
for a holding penaltyO 
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NHL Capsules 

Pens get 3rd win in row, topping Caps 6-3 



Washington Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin (8), of Russia, battles for the puck along the boards against Pittsburgh Penguins center 
Sidney Crosby (87) during the third period of an NHL hockey game on Sunday, Feb. 3, 2013, in Washington. The Penguins won 6-3. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Chris 
Kunitz scored a hat trick in 
the Pittsburgh Penguins’ 
Super Bowl Sunday visit 
to the nation’s capital, 
leading a 6-3 win over the 
Washington Capitals that 
reflected both teams' for¬ 
tunes so far in the lockout- 
shortened season. Kris Le- 
tang, Paul Martin and Matt 
Cooke also scored, Sidney 
Crosby had three assists, 
and Tomas Vokoun made 
21 saves against his former 
team for the Penguins (6- 
3), who have won three 
straight and four of five to 
lead the Atlantic Division. 
Mike Green, Carlson and 
Mike Ribeiro scored for the 
Capitals — and Carlson’s 
goal was an accident that 
took a weird carom off a 
stanchion along the glass. 
Two-time league MVP Alex 
Ovechkin, who said be¬ 
fore the game that he was 
somewhat embarrassed to 
have only three points on 
the season, contributed a 
secondary assist on a third- 
period power-play goal 
with Washington (2-6-1) 
trailing by three. 

PANTHERS 4, SABRES 3 
BUFFALO, New York (AP) — 
Defenseman Brian Camp¬ 
bell scored on the power 
play with 10:33 remain¬ 
ing to cap Florida’s three- 
goal rally and the Panthers 
beat Buffalo. Peter Mueller, 
George Parros and Shawn 
Matthias also scored for 
the Panthers, who won 
their first road game of 


the season and snapped 
a seven-game road win¬ 
less drought (0-5-2) dating 
to last season. Florida (3-5) 
rallied from a 3-1 deficit to 
win two straight since en¬ 
during a five-game skid. 
Thomas Vanek and Cody 
Hodgson had a goal and 
assist each, and Alexander 
Sulzer also scored for Buffa¬ 
lo, which dropped to 1-5-1 
since opening the season 
with two wins. 

The Sabres were playing 
their third game in four 
days. 


DEVILS 2, ISLANDERS 0 
UNIONDALE, New York (AP) 

— Johan Hedberg made 
22 saves for his 22nd ca¬ 
reer shutout, leading New 
Jersey to a win over the Is¬ 
landers. 

Steve Bernier scored for 
New Jersey in the third pe¬ 
riod and David Clarkson 
added an empty-netter 
to help the Devils snap a 
four-game winless streak 
(0-1-3). New York (4-3-1) 
outshot the Devils 10-7 in 
a high-tempo first period, 
while New Jersey (4-1-3) 


implemented its trademark 
defensive system in the 
second. 

Hedberg's biggest save 
came 8:08 into the third 
period when he stoned 
New York right wing Mi¬ 
chael Grabner on a short- 
handed breakaway with 
the game scoreless. 
CANADIENS 2, SENATORS 1 
MONTREAL (AP) — David 
Desharnais and Erik Cole 
scored first-period goals 
and Montreal held on for a 
victory over Ottawa.q 
The win completed a 


sweep of weekend mati¬ 
nees at home for Montreal 
(6-2-0) after a 6-1 win Sat¬ 
urday over the Buffalo Sa¬ 
bres. The Canadiens have 
won five straight at home 
after dropping their home 
opener to Toronto on 
Jan. 19. Jakob Silfverberg 
scored for Ottawa (5-3-1), 
which was coming off a 
1-0 loss at Carolina on Fri¬ 
day night. Senators goalie 
Craig Anderson has not 
conceded a goal after the 
first period in eight games 
this season. □ 
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Junk food out: 

New standards proposed for schools 


Patients must act as 
their own advocates 


MARY CLARE JALONICK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Most 
candy, high-calorie drinks 
and greasy meals could 
soon be on a food blacklist 
in the nation’s schools. 

For the first time, the gov¬ 
ernment is proposing 
broad new standards to 
make sure all foods sold in 
schools are more healthful. 
Under the new rules the 
Agriculture Department 
proposed Friday, foods like 
fatty chips, snack cakes, 
nachos and mozzarella 
sticks would be taken out 
of lunch lines and vending 
machines. In their place 
would be foods like baked 
chips, trail mix, diet sodas, 
lower-calorie sports drinks 
and low-fat hamburgers. 
The rules, required under a 
child nutrition law passed 
by Congress in 2010, are 
part of the government’s 
effort to combat child¬ 
hood obesity. While many 
schools already have im¬ 
proved their lunch menus 
and vending machine 
choices, others still are sell¬ 
ing high-fat, high-calorie 
foods. Under the proposal, 
the Agriculture Depart¬ 
ment would set fat, calo¬ 
rie, sugar and sodium limits 
on almost all foods sold in 
schools. Current standards 
already regulate the nu¬ 
tritional content of school 
breakfasts and lunches 
that are subsidized by 
the federal government, 
but most lunchrooms also 
have “a la carte” lines 
that sell other foods. Food 
sold through vending ma¬ 
chines and in other ways 
outside the lunchroom has 
never before been feder¬ 
ally regulated. “Parents 
and teachers work hard to 
instill healthy eating habits 


in our kids, and these ef¬ 
forts should be supported 
when kids walk through the 
schoolhouse door,” Agri¬ 
culture Secretary Tom VII- 
sack said. 

Most snacks sold in school 
would have to have less 
than 200 calories. Elemen¬ 
tary and middle schools 
could sell only water, low- 
fat milk or 100 percent fruit 
or vegetable juice. High 
schools could sell some 
sports drinks, diet sodas 
and iced teas, but the 
calories would be limited. 
Drinks would be limited to 
12-ounce portions in mid¬ 


classroom celebrations, 
or anything students bring 
for their own personal con¬ 
sumption. 

“Parents aren’t going to 
have to worry that kids are 
using their lunch money to 
buy candy bars and a Ga- 
torade instead of a healthy 
school lunch," she said. 

The food industry has been 
onboard with many of 
the changes, and several 
companies worked with 
Congress on the child nu¬ 
trition law two years ago. 
Major beverage compa¬ 
nies have already agreed 
to take the most caloric 


Tom Keane 
The Boston Globe 

Remarkable things are 
happening in health care. 
But if you’re a consumer 
-- particularly if you’re ill 
and need something more 
than medicine’s standard 
bag of tricks -- the sober¬ 
ing fact is that it’s up to 
you, the patient, to take 
charge. Each year, a quar¬ 
ter-million people need to 
have one of the four valves 
in their hearts repaired or 
replaced. For most, that 
means open heart surgery 
-- a grueling operation. 
The surgeon makes a cut 
straight into the breast¬ 
bone, cracking the ribs, 
opening up the chest and 
exposing the heart. The 
surgery takes two to five 
hours. It takes another six 
weeks for the bone to heal. 
The risks are high: blood 
clots, infection, kidney fail¬ 
ure, death. All can easily 
occur, especially if you’re 
older. Patient X, age 86, 
found himself increasingly 
tired and two years ago 
his doctors delivered the 
grim diagnosis: His aortic 
valve was failing. The valve 
had to be replaced. He 
thought about it for awhile 
and decided no. He'd 
seen too many friends be¬ 
come victims of strokes, 
their last days a kind of 
mental purgatory. Valve 
and age notwithstanding, 
he was healthy, indepen¬ 
dent, and sharp of mind. If 
he was going to go, he'd 
rather go that way. 
Meanwhile, though, his 
aortic valve was failing. 
Three times over the sum¬ 
mer he suffered cardiac 
events, in one case falling 
unconscious to the floor 
of his garage. He survived 


each incident, but it was 
clear that time was running 
short. 

Just before Christmas, his 
doctors told him the sec¬ 
ond round had started and 
he was on the list. There 
was a long wait as an in¬ 
dependent panel of phy¬ 
sicians reviewed his case. 
Jan. 22 - his 88th birthday 
as it turned out -- found him 
under general anesthesia 
as the procedure com¬ 
menced. Four hours later 
he returned to conscious¬ 
ness. Full recovery, doc¬ 
tors told him, would take 
weeks. His heart still had to 
adjust to not straining as 
hard as it had been, but al¬ 
ready he felt better. "Elat¬ 
ed,” he said, although 
that sentiment may have 
been more because the 
long saga itself was com¬ 
ing to a close. Yet while Pa¬ 
tient X's success should be 
cheered, it's worrisome as 
well, for the obstacles he 
faced could confront any 
of us. As good as it is, the US 
health care system is vast 
and complicated and can 
too often lose sight of the 
individual. That means it's 
patients themselves who 
have to seize the initiative 
-- to ask questions, to chal¬ 
lenge, and to be assertive 
-- which, in turn, can seem 
impertinent, annoying or 
perhaps (as was some¬ 
times the case with Pa¬ 
tient X) quixotic. It means 
pressing forward even 
when seemingly defeated, 
never taking no for a final 
answer. It’s unfair, but it's 
true: Oftentimes the health 
care we receive is up to us. 
Dogged persistence pays 
off, a lesson with particular 
resonance for me. Patient 
X is my fatherO 



Side salads, apple sauce and plums await the students of 
Eastside Elementary School in Clinton, Miss. The government for 
the first time is proposing broad new standards to make school 
snacks healthier, a move that would ban the sale of almost all 
candy, high-calorie sports drinks and greasy foods on campus. 

(AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis) 


die schools and to 8-ounce 
portions in elementary 
schools. The standards will 
cover vending machines, 
the “a la carte" lunch lines, 
snack bars and any other 
foods regularly sold around 
school. They would not ap¬ 
ply to in-school fundrais¬ 
ers or bake sales, though 
states have the power to 
regulate them. The new 
guidelines also would not 
apply to after-school con¬ 
cessions at school games 
or theater events, good¬ 
ies brought from home for 


sodas out of schools. But 
those same companies, 
including Coca-Cola and 
PepsiCo, also sell many of 
the non-soda options, like 
sports drinks, and have lob¬ 
bied to keep them in vend¬ 
ing machines. A spokes¬ 
woman for the American 
Beverage Association, 
which represents the soda 
companies, says they al¬ 
ready have greatly re¬ 
duced the number of cal¬ 
ories that kids are consum¬ 
ing at school by pulling out 
the high-calorie sodasO 
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Google to set up $82M fund for French publishers 



Google CEO, Eric Schmidt, left, and French President Francois Hollande attend a news conference 
at the Elysee Palace in Paris after signing an agreement in Paris, Friday, Feb. 1, 2013. 

Associated Press 


ELAINE GANLEY 
SARAH DiLORENZO 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Google will 
help French news organi¬ 
zations increase their on¬ 
line advertising revenue 
and also set up a €60 mil¬ 
lion ($82 million) fund to fi¬ 
nance digital publishing in¬ 
novation, settling a dispute 
over whether the Internet 
giant should pay to display 
news content in its search 
results. 

The agreement, an¬ 
nounced Friday by the 
French government and 
Google, will give the news 
organizations access to 
advertising platforms on 
the Internet search leader. 
European publishers los¬ 
ing money and readers 
had asked governments 
in France, Germany and 
Italy to make Google pay. 
The company threatened 
to stop indexing European 
news sites, if it was charged 
for the content. 

The company said that Fri¬ 
day’s settlement means it 
does not have to pay for 
“snippets” of news content 


that appear on a Google 
search page. France had 
appointed a mediator 
to lead negotiations with 
French publishers and they 
called the agreement a 
“happy conclusion.” 
Google Executive Chair¬ 
man Eric Schmidt was pres¬ 
ent at the Elysee Palace 
with President Francois Hol¬ 
lande to sign the deal after 
what the president's office 
said were “intense nego¬ 
tiations.” 

“Our search engine gener¬ 
ates billions of clicks each 
month, and our advertis¬ 
ing solutions — in which we 
have invested billions of 
dollars — help them make 
money from that traffic,” 
Schmidt said of the deal on 
the Google Blog. 

The commercial agree¬ 
ment will allow media or¬ 
ganizations to profit from 
Google advertising plat¬ 
forms, including AdSense 
and AdMob for mobile 
phones. Google sends 
some 6 billion clicks per 
month to publishers around 
the world representing a 
big money-making poten¬ 


tial by selling advertising 
next to it and drawing in 
new readers. Clicking on 
the ads generates revenue 
that would be shared. It 
was not immediately clear 
how the revenue would 
be split, but most was ex¬ 
pected to go to the French 
publishers. 

The growth of search en¬ 
gines as a way to find in¬ 
formation has affected 
news organizations around 
the globe, and France is 
among countries seeking 
to protect its own media 
organizations and what 
they produce. 

In October, Hollande dis¬ 
cussed with Schmidt a pos¬ 
sible plan for a new tax that 
would make search en¬ 
gines pay each time they 
use content from French 
media. That's something 
Google was determined to 
avoid, and it threatened to 
bar French websites from 
its search results if the tax 
was imposed. 

Google, based in Moun¬ 
tain View, California, has 
been under pressure from 
news organizations in Eu¬ 


rope feeling the heat from 
the Internet giant's reach 
that sweeps through their 
own products gathering 
up content “snippets” for 
free. Under the arrange¬ 
ment, those snippets will 
remain free. 

Germany is considering a 
similar law, and Italian edi¬ 
tors have indicated they 
would favor such a plan. 
Whether the French deal 
could serve as a model 
elsewhere remains to be 
seen. 

In December, Google end¬ 
ed a six-year dispute with a 
group of French-language 
newspapers in Belgium, 
reaching agreement on a 
business deal that turns on 
advertizing like in France. 
The publishers had said 
Google had no right to 
post links to their articles on 


Google News without pay¬ 
ment or permission and 
won in court. The parties 
later agreed to promote 
each other’s services by 
placing Google advertis¬ 
ing in publishers’ media. 
The Digital Publishing In¬ 
novation Fund is aimed at 
helping the transformation 
to digital publishing by sup¬ 
porting work on new proj¬ 
ects to help publishers go 
digital. 

Google Inc. has had 
scrapes with the French 
on other practices, includ¬ 
ing Street View, its map¬ 
ping service. Google ac¬ 
knowledged that vehicles 
taking photographs for 
the mapping service in 
several European coun¬ 
tries also collected data 
from unencrypted wireless 
networks. □ 
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Esmeralda 17 

4 bedrooms with pool 
and apartment. 

This lovely home in North 
has a spacious layout, 
an U shape property with 
a swimming pool in the 
middle.Total construction 
305m 2 plus wooden deck 
of 21m 2 ,on 605m 2 land. 
With luxury kitchen with 
built-ins, carport, alarm 
system and storage area. 


Best & Solid Real Estate 



MR 


US$549. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 
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Maybe management isn’t for you 


PEGGY KLAUS 
© 2013 New York Times 

If you asked all your friends, 
your family and - I regret 
to say - your co-workers 
to talk about their jobs, I 
think you’d conclude that 
there is no shortage of 
bad bosses in this world. 
Studies have shown that 
poor managers can cause 
good employees to leave 
and, ultimately, can seri¬ 
ously reduce productivity 
in a workplace. 

You can point to any num¬ 
ber of reasons for this situ¬ 
ation: insufficient training, 
poor communication, etc. 
But I say a bad boss is born 
each time someone goes 
into management without 
knowing whether he or she 
is truly suited to the role. 
When people are offered 
a managerial job, they 
may become intoxicated 
by the idea of more power 
and a bigger salary. Refus¬ 
ing such an offer can seem 
out of the question. 

“It's hard to stop and think 
rationally when you’re be¬ 
ing offered a promotion,” 
said a former client, whom 
I'll call Phil. “You’re flat¬ 
tered. Your boss is telling 
you it’s a great opportu¬ 
nity, not to mention that it’s 
really good for the team 
and will help him a lot. Are 
you really going to tell him 
you that you're not sure if 
you want it, or that you'll 
need some help learning 
to manage the team and 
the new responsibilities? I 
don’t think so.” Phil, a sales 
star for a sizable Midwest¬ 
ern manufacturer thought 
it better to charge ahead 
and accept his promotion 
as head of sales for a new¬ 
ly formed territory, rather 
than to politely decline, 
even temporarily, or to ask 
his boss for more time to 
consider it. The risk was too 
great that his boss would 
think that he wasn’t pre¬ 
pared for the job or, worse, 
that he didn’t want more 
responsibility. Move ahead 
a year. Phil's effort at lead¬ 
ing the territory proved to 
be a nightmare. The inter¬ 
personal dynamics, the 
24/7 monitoring and a near 
coup in the department 
made him realize that he 
disliked managing people 
and had no talent for it. 
Maybe if his company had 


given him more than eight 
hours of management 
training, or had coached 
him through his first three to 
six months, he would have 
developed an affinity for 
the role. Instead, both he 
and the team floundered. 
Many newly minted lead¬ 
ers rarely stop to think 
about the enormous time 
commitment and learn¬ 
ing curve as they transition 
from successful individual 
contributor to manager of 
a group of diverse people. 
They often fail to consider 
the demands of an ex¬ 
panding work schedule; 


municate well, in good 
times and bad? Do I have 
the time to take this on? If 
your answers are yes, then 
you could well have the 
makings of a good boss. 
On the other hand, do you 
need for everyone to like 
you? Want immediate and 
constant reinforcement? 
Feel nervous about having 
legal and financial respon¬ 
sibilities for others? Balk at 
the idea of evaluating or 
firing someone? Then it's 
possible that you're just not 
cut out to be a boss. 

Before deciding, find out 
what kind of leadership 



Many people when offered a management position don’t stop 
to think about the new demands and whether they are really cut 
out for the position. (Andy Pugh/The New York Times) 


the complexities of hiring, 
training, supervising and 
firing workers; or the needs 
to develop a vision and a 
tactical strategy, to create 
budgets or to be account¬ 
able for others' productiv¬ 
ity. The lesson is this: When 
offered a management 
position, talk to your future 
boss, to the person you'd 
be replacing, to team 
members and to anyone 
else who can tell you what 
the job entails. Assess your 
strengths and limitations 
by scrutinizing your per¬ 
formance reviews and 
asking your boss, mentors 
and trusted colleagues for 
feedback. Reflect on your 
motivations, then ask your¬ 
self these questions: Do I 
enjoy working with people, 
helping them to grow and 
to become successful? Do 
I handle uncertainty well, 
and do I mind making de¬ 
cisions without knowing the 
entire picture? Do I corn- 


training the company of¬ 
fers, especially if you are 
new to management. Will 
you receive training at this 
level and for this job? How 
about mentoring support 
along the way? 

If you decide to take the 
plunge, accept that being 
a great manager, or even 
a good one, is a learned 
skill. Like many talented 
professionals, whether NBA 
players or opera divas, you 
will become successful by 
honing the right skills with 
huge amounts of practice. 
Remember, you don’t 
have to say yes. Depend¬ 
ing on your field and your 
company, there are ways 
besides management to 
further your career. One 
thing is certain: the more 
you are perceived as really 
good at what you do, the 
more options you’ll have 
to carve out the path you 
want - whether in man¬ 
agement or not.Q 



Barclays' Finance Director 
Chris Lucas stepping down 


LONDON (AP) — Finance 
director Chris Lucas and 
a senior legal adviser are 
stepping down from scan¬ 
dal-hit British bank Barclays, 
it said Sunday. 

Barclays said Lucas and 
general counsel Mark Har¬ 
ding will leave once suc¬ 
cessors have been found. 
The bank said in a state¬ 
ment that given the men’s 
seniority, that could take 
“a considerable time.” 
Lucas did not disclose 
reasons for his departure, 
but said his six-year stint 
as group finance director 
had occurred during “the 
most eventful period dur¬ 
ing which anyone could 
have occupied a role such 
as mine.” 

Lucas is one of several past 
and present Barclays staff 
being investigated over 
whether the bank broke 
the rules when it took big 
cash infusions from Qatar’s 
sovereign wealth fund in 
2008. 


He also was one of the 
most senior survivors of a 
period that saw several top 
executives, including CEO 
Bob Diamond, leave since 
a rate-fixing scandal erupt¬ 
ed last year. Barclays was 
fined $453 million by U.S. 
and British authorities after 
it emerged that executives 
had been involved in a 
campaign to rig a key in¬ 
terest rate known as LIBOR. 
Barclays also is one of sev¬ 
eral British banks involved 
in a scandal over the mis- 
selling of payment protec¬ 
tion insurance, in which 
consumers were signed 
up for inappropriate and 
expensive insurance prod¬ 
ucts. That scandal has al¬ 
ready cost Barclays hun¬ 
dreds of millions of pounds 
in compensation. 

Last week CEO Antony 
Jenkins said he was forgo¬ 
ing his annual bonus in light 
of the “multiple issues of 
our own making besetting 
the bank.’O 


Mexico, U.S. reach deal on 
tomatoes, avoid trade war 


STEPHANIE STROM 
© 2013 New York Times 

The United States and Mex¬ 
ico have reached a tenta¬ 
tive agreement on cross- 
border trade in tomatoes, 
narrowly averting a trade 
war that threatened to 
engulf a broad swath of 
U.S. businesses. The agree¬ 
ment, reached late Satur¬ 
day, raises the minimum 
price at which Mexican 
tomatoes can be sold in 
the U.S., aims to strengthen 
compliance and enforce¬ 
ment and increases the 
types of tomatoes gov¬ 
erned by the bilateral pact 
to four from one. “The draft 
agreement raises refer¬ 
ence prices substantially, 
in some cases more than 
double the current ref¬ 
erence price for certain 
products, and accounts 
for changes that have oc¬ 
curred in the tomato mar¬ 
ket since the signing of the 
original agreement,” Fran¬ 
cisco Sanchez, undersec¬ 
retary of commerce for in¬ 
ternational trade, said in a 
statement. The agreement 
will be open for public 
comment until Feb. 11. The 
Commerce Department 


estimated it would go into 
effect March 4. 

Estimates are that nearly 
one of every two tomatoes 
eaten in the U.S. comes 
from Mexico. Last fall, Flor¬ 
ida tomato growers asked 
the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment to end a 16-year-old 
agreement that suspend¬ 
ed an anti-dumping inves¬ 
tigation that began in the 
mid-1990s. The agreement 
had been amended sever¬ 
al times over the years, but 
Florida growers contended 
it set the minimum price of 
Mexican tomatoes so low 
they could not compete. 
The Florida growers said 
the new agreement ad¬ 
dressed their three main 
concerns: pricing of Mexi¬ 
can tomatoes, the number 
of growers covered and 
enforcement. “We believe 
that the Department of 
Commerce and Mexico 
have struck a deal that 
meets those three tests, 
and we're hopeful and op¬ 
timistic that we’ll be able to 
compete under fair trade 
conditions,” Edward Beck¬ 
man, president of Certified 
Greenhouse Farmers, said 
in a statement. □ 
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Wall Street Week Ahead: 

Wall Street may be getting ahead of itself 


JONATHAN FAHEY 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

stock market may have 
packed much of its fun for 
the year into one exhilarat¬ 
ing January. 

The market charged to its 
best start in decades even 
though the U.S. econo¬ 
my and corporate profits 
haven’t broken out of a 
three-year pattern of slow, 
steady improvement de¬ 
spite record-low interest 
rates and billions of dollars 
of stimulus and tax cuts. 

This steady growth will likely 
make for a good year for 
stocks, but January may 
account for much of the 
year’s rise, analysts think. 
“We thought this was go¬ 
ing to be a good year for 
equities, we just didn’t think 
we’d get it all in the first 
month,” says Barry Knapp, 
head of U.S. equity strat¬ 
egy at Barclays Capital. 
"I'd love for the market to 
keep going up but when I 
look forward I see a lot of 
headwinds.” 

Corporate earnings growth 
is expected to slow dra¬ 
matically early this year. 
Higher taxes will probably 
crimp people’s spending. 
The relief after the fiscal 
cliff was averted will likely 
turn to anxiety as Congress 
bickers over a package of 
spending cuts. Job growth 
is steady, but unemploy¬ 
ment has ticked up to 7.9 
percent. 

Adding to those worries is 
the economy’s unexpect¬ 


ed retreat in the fourth 
quarter. The slowdown 
resulted from one-time 
factors like lower defense 
spending, but it shows how 
vulnerable the economy is 
to government spending 
cuts and political fights. 
“There's much more down¬ 
side risk,” says Doug Cote, 


ING Investment Manage¬ 
ment. “Right now there's 
momentum behind the 
market and it seems to ig¬ 
nore bad news.” 

Markets surged as soon 
as the calendar turned 
to 2013 and kept rising for 
much of the month, push¬ 
ing the Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average to within a 
whisper of a record and 
pushing the S&P 500 past 


1,500 for fhe first time in 
5 years. The Dow logged 
its best start to the year in 
almost two decades. The 
Standard & Poor’s 500 fin¬ 
ished the month 5 percent 
higher, its best start to the 
year since 1997. 

February started off on fhe 
same foof: The Dow fin- 


fo 14,010 and fhe S&P 500 
rose 15 points to 1,513. 

But the market may have 
gotten ahead of itself. 

Now that half of companies 
in the S&P 500 have report¬ 
ed fourth-quarter earnings, 
profit growth is expected 
to be up 5.8 percent, ac¬ 
cording to S&P Capital IQ. 
While solid, that’s a smaller 
gain than a year earlier, 
and the slowdown could 


continue. Earnings growth 
is expected to slow to 1.7 
percent for the first quarter. 
Corporations continue to 
lower investor expecta¬ 
tions. Of the companies 
that have issued earnings 
guidance for the first quar¬ 
ter, 82 percent have re¬ 
duced estimates, accord- 


analysts have sharply cut 
earnings growth expecta¬ 
tions over the last month — 
by half for fhe first quarter 
and by 16 percent for the 
second quarter. 

“Earnings are not a reason 
to be buying stocks right 
now,” Knapp says. 

Talley Leger, investment 
strategist at Macro Vision 
Research, notes that the 
stocks that have helped 


propel the market higher in 
January are companies in 
so-called “defensive” sec¬ 
tors — such as health care 
providers and consumer 
staples producers. Those 
industries continue to per¬ 
form well when fhe econ¬ 
omy slows down because 
people still need to buy 
medicine and basic goods 
like shampoo and diapers. 
“The market is slowly start¬ 
ing to realize that an 
air pocket opened up 
between where stocks 
thought the economy was 
and where the economy 
actually was,” Leger says. 
Leger and others predict a 
dip in the market sometime 
in the next three months as 
investors realize econom¬ 
ic and corporate growth 
aren’t quite as strong as 
predicted. 

But that could allow the 
stock market to grow 
again in the second half of 
fhe year. 

While fhe economy mighf 
not yet be ready to ac¬ 
celerate quickly, analysts 
remain confident that it will 
keep growing. 

And even if fhe market rises 
only modestly from here, it 
could still make for a strong 
year. 

As Howard Silverblatt, an 
analyst at S&P, notes, Janu¬ 
ary performance is a good 
indicator of annual perfor¬ 
mance. In 61 of the last 84 
years the direction of the 
market in the first month 
matched the direction of 
the market for the year.Q 


r 


chief market strategist at ished up Friday 149 points ing to FactSet. In response, 



A specialst works at his post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Friday, Feb. 1, 2013. 
The Dow stock market index closed above 14,000 for the first time since before the financial crisis 
rocked the world economy. It’s gained 6.9 percent this year. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 
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Difficulty Level ★ 2/04 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Pres. Martin _ 
Buren 

4 Colorful parrot 

9 CarveyorWynter 

13 Clothes- 
pressing device 

15 Worship 

16 Heroic tale 

17 Highest point 

18 Short letters 

19 Suspenders 
alternative 

20 In a_; instantly 

22 Takes 
advantage of 

23 Seldom seen 

24 Pale 

26 Greek goddess 
of wisdom 

29 Loosest 

34 Apply icing to 

35 Steeple 

36 JFK’s dad 

37 Small fruit pie 

38 Burn with liquid 

39 Dweeb 

40 McMahon and 
Bradley 

41 Begin 

42 Intertwined 

43 Goes in again 

45 Like the coldest 
season’s 
weather 

46 Affirmative vote 

47 Helsinki native 

48 Punch 

51 Suer 

56 Stab of pain 

57 Bird of prey 

58 Perpendicular 
building wings 

60 _-de-camp; 
military position 

61 Derisive smile 

62 Paul, before his 
conversion 

63 _ on; trampled 

64 Irritable 

65 Door opener 

DOWN 

1 By way of 

2 Part of the foot 

3 Alaskan city in 
which the 
Iditarod ends 


4 Hindu chant 

5 Structure made 
of clay bricks 

6 Pigeon coop 

7 Zone 

8 Ho!”; 
historic Charles 
Kingsley novel 

9 Disprove 

10 Chimps and 
gorillas 

11 Longest river 

12 Performs 
14 Closest 
21 Talk wildly 

25 Highest spade 

26 Come 
follow 

27 Exchange 

28 Steed or mare 

29 Shadowboxes 

30 Uplifting tune 

31 Kick out 

32 More miffed 

33 Child’s bear 
35 Lasting mark 
38 Most vertical, 

to a mountain 
climber 


39 Governesses 

41 Pig’s quarters 

42 Fuzzy 
residue 

44 Carped 

45 Business near 
a vineyard 

47 _ mignon 

48 Quarrel 


49 Hideaway 

50 Take apart 

52 Walkway 

53 Grows gray 

54 Opposition; 
back talk 

55 Chimney 
pipe 

59 Underhanded 


©2013 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Time Share for sale 
Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach 

Resort.Week 1 and 2 high season. 
Beautiful 1 bdrm.2 full bath.Full ocean 
view.Unit #633. Only 3 years old.Price- 
$40000.00 for 2 weeks.You can 
accelerate 40 years.No broker fee,feel 
free to email any questions. 
Email:www.kazalos@aol.com 

_198708 

FOR SALE 

Divi Dutch Village Phase 1 

2 bedroom week 4 23 weeks left on 
contract $12,500 
bohan036@gmail.com 
860-543-3526 in US 


198712 



Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 IB &2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OS $10k OV $9500 

Oceanfront$17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B OV$19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

**Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


■ If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 

Michelle Donato 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $8500 per week 
week 2 one bedroom ocean and 
pool view $5000 
call room 207 jan. 12-19 
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198395A 

FOR SALE 
Beach Villas 
at the Divi Phoenix 

wk 7 unit # 640 & 641 
2 bedr 3 bath 35 years left 
$36,000.00 

Call Mary at 565-8713 or 
e-mail: macalh@aol.com 

198536 

FOR SALE 

House For Sale by owner 

close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land, smart electricity, hot water, 
price reduce $150,000 
for more inf. 594-6639 

198543 

FOR SALE 

Casa del Mar 

Room 1216-2 bedroom 
presidential week 4+5 
Contact at Casa del Mar 582-7000 
ask for Martin or Marsha 
Room 1119 from Jan 30 th to Feb. 2th 
Room 1407 from Feb. 2th to Feb. 23th 
E-mail: mjb123@earthlink.net 

198543 

FOR SALE 

Time Share by owner 

La Cabana, weeks 5,6 and 7 

1 br 418 C 

Sunday check in stunning 
ocean and pool view 
seaandbee@comcast.net 
or call Charlie at La Cabana 
Room 418C 
$10,000 per week 

_ 198707 

FOR RENT 



Renaissance Ocean Suites 

weeks 4+5, ocean pool view 
contact: 583-6000 Rm 2527 
Afte Feb. 9 contact US 
(207) 723-9581 



SPECIAL SALE 

Casa del Mjir Beach Resort 
One-Bedroom starting from SI.SOD 
Two-Bad reorn slatting from S4,W0 
Pis. call 59? 7000 extension 335 

amis<fliE9lMne1 aw 


FOR SALE 

Florida Time Shares for sale 

1 br grand shores West Redding 
Ton beach 

wks 3+4 Gulf Coast 35 min to 
Tampa $1600 each local till 1/21 
565-9394 

usmc53w@aol.com 

508-651-0016 

198512 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 2014 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $1200 per week 
week 2 one bedroom pool ocean 
view $1000 per week 

call room 207 jan. 12-19 
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198395 


GOLD COAST 
2 Villa home available! 

long term rental leases 
price: $2800 $3500 USD / month 
new villa home has all amenities 
593-3956 

fordsteventodd@gmail.com 

_ 19853 8 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

$4200 perwk 
1 bdr wk 3+4 
call Richard Dooley 
dickdooley@hotmail .com 
US 267-240-5116 after 2-1 

198535 


Paradise Beach Villas 

For Rent $850 / week 
1 br Feb. 16-23 
1 br Feb. 23-March 2 
For Sale 

Wk3-2br$4.000 
wk 4 - 2br $4,000 
info@arubadirectdeals.com 
732-2788 

_ 198545 

FOR RENT 

Casa del Mar 

week 11 Mar. 16-23 Rm 1216 

Call 587-1234 

E-mail: pelapierre@aol.com 

198548 

Salon / Special 

Massage (50 min) $45 
Manic & Pedicure $35 
Relax massage (50 min) $45 
Facial $45 

and much more... posibility to pick 
up!! 

Call now 583-7338/737-1408 

198720 


FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 

Every thing’s included in this 2 br 
2 Vz bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

198542 


Christmas & New Year 
weeks 2013 

2 x one bedroom timeshare suite 
for rent in Aruba for wk 51 and wk 
52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000@yahoo.com 

_ 198169 

FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba Surf 
Club 2 Br / 2 B lock out unit 
Platinum time -ocean view 
NDZ1543@verison.net 
732-6687448 (US) 

_ 19799 6 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance Aruba Beach 
Resort 

wk 2 unit 2309 
wk 4 unit 2343 

both with pool and ocean views 
(508) 224-7575 (USA) 
e-mail: odomirok@msn.com 

198397 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 5,6,7,8 & 9 
1st floor pool side 
8500 per wk 

USA Dorothy 623 933 7554 
or barry 360 546 0788 

198526 


FOR RENT 

weeks 5&6 Jan 31-Feb 13 2014 
one bedr ocean front Riu 
$1390 per week 
Aruba cell. 566-7433 
US 336-953-4241 

198398 


FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Rm 1111 Presidential Suite 
wk 1+2 $17,000 per week 
contact (Aruba) 560-1288 
until 2/1/13 
(USA) 203-483-5700 
E-mail: costelli@snet.net 

198362 

FOR RENT 

Divi Dutch Village 

weeks 2-3-4 Studio 
$1,100 per week sleeps 4 
Contact: Maxine #93 

198549 

TIMESHARES FOR SALE 

La Cabana weeks 4, 5, Stu 341B, 
Fri checkin. Ocean/beach view 
Call room or 

hscolonis@sbcglobal.net. 

$9500 per week 

198722 

CASA DEL MAR 

$5,500.00 for 2 weeks!! 

2013 fees already paid ocean front 
Resort weeks 37+38 
Ambassador Suites 
1 bdr sleeps 4 

contact: tkseabreeze@gmail.com 
or 724-698-7771 

198530 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


4 February 

Dr. Cayama 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Sta. Anna Tel: 586-8181 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency «' 

Numbers 


Emergency 





911 


OlES** 


Services 


Information 

Setar 

Taxi 

Taxi- Tas 
Profesional Taxi 
Taxi D.T.S. 
Service Aruba 


118 

582-5151 

582- 2116 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 

583- 3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



Feb. 4 Horizon 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 
Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

Insel Air Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 





































































28ICPIEMPE EUBMM 

MONDAY 4 FEBRUARY 2013UUIHlUfc _ ==s==SsS=^ 

Energy industry develops nontoxic fracking fluids 



In this Wednesday, April 15,2009 file photo, an unidentified worker steps through the maze of hoses being used at a remote fracking 
site being run by Halliburton for natural-gas producer Williams in Rulison, Colo. 

Associated Press 


KEVIN BEGOS 
Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — The oil 

and gas industry is trying to 
ease environmental con¬ 
cerns by developing non¬ 
toxic fluids for the drilling 
process known as fracking, 
but it's not clear whether 
the new product will be 
widely embraced by drill¬ 
ing companies. 
Houston-based energy gi¬ 
ant Halliburton Inc. has de¬ 
veloped a product called 
CleanStim, which uses only 
food-industry ingredients. 
Other companies have 
developed nontoxic fluids 
as well. 

“Halliburton is in the busi¬ 
ness to provide solutions to 
our customers,” said pro¬ 
duction manager Nicholas 
Gardiner. “Those solutions 
have to include ways to re¬ 
duce the safety or environ¬ 
mental concerns that the 
public might have." 
Environmental groups say 
they welcome the devel¬ 
opment but still have ques¬ 
tions. 

The chemicals in fracking 
fluids aren’t the only envi¬ 
ronmental concern, said 
George Jugovic, president 
of PennFuture. He said 
there is also concern about 
the large volumes of natu¬ 
rally occurring but excep¬ 
tionally salty wastewater 
and air pollution. 

It’s premature to say wheth¬ 
er it will ever be feasible to 
have fluids for fracking that 
are totally nontoxic, said 
Scott Anderson, a senior 
adviser for the Environmen¬ 
tal Defense Fund. 

“But we are encouraged 
to some extent by recent 
industry efforts to at least 
reduce the toxicity," An¬ 
derson said. 

Fracking, short for hydrau¬ 
lic fracturing, has made it 


possible to tap into energy 
reserves across the U.S. but 
also has raised concerns 
about pollution, since large 
volumes of water, along 
with sand and hazardous 
chemicals, are injected 
deep into the ground to 
free the oil and gas from 
rock. 

Regulators contend that 
overall, water and air pol¬ 
lution problems are rare, 
but environmental groups 
and some scientists say 
there hasn’t been enough 
research on those issues. 


The industry and many fed¬ 
eral and state officials say 
the practice is safe when 
done properly, but faulty 
wells and accidents have 
caused problems. 
Halliburton says CleanStim 
will provide “an extra mar¬ 
gin of safety to people, an¬ 
imals and the environment 
in the unlikely occurrence 
of an incident” at a drilling 
site. 

Gardiner said Halliburton 
has developed a chemis¬ 
try-scoring system for the 
fluids, with lower scores be¬ 
ing better. CleanStim has 
a zero score, he said, and 
is “relatively more expen¬ 
sive" than many traditional 
fracking fluids. 

Both Jugovic and Ander¬ 
son noted that one of the 
most highly publicized con¬ 
cerns about toxic fracking 
fluids hasn’t really been an 
issue: the suggestion that 
they might migrate from 
thousands of feet under¬ 
ground, up to drinking wa¬ 


ter aquifers. 

“Most people agree there 
are no confirmed cases so 
far” of fracking chemicals 
migrating up to drinking 
water, Anderson said. But 
he added that simple spills 
of fluid on the surface can 
cause problems. 

“The most likely of expo¬ 
sure is not from the fracking 
itself. It is from spills before 
the fracking fluid is inject¬ 
ed,” Anderson said. 

There also may be techni¬ 
cal and cost issues that lim¬ 
it the acceptance of prod¬ 
ucts such as CleanStim. 
There is tremendous varia¬ 
tion in the type of shale 
rock in different parts of the 
country. For example, drill¬ 
ers use different fluids even 
within the same state, and 
the specific mix can play 
a large role in determining 
how productive a well is. 
Gardiner wouldn’t say how 
widely used CleanStim is. 
“The customers who do 
use it certainly like the ma¬ 


terial,” he added. 

Terry Engelder, a geologist 
at Penn State University, 
said he visited a well in that 
state last year that used 
just water, sand and three 
additives in the fracking 
fluid. 

But Engelder added that 
“green" and “toxic” can 
be “soft words without real 
meaning.” 

He noted that consumers, 
businesses and farms use 
vast quantities of chemi¬ 
cals that can contribute 
to pollution, from cleaners 
and soaps to fertilizers and 
pesticides. Yet all those 
compounds are routinely 
flushed down the drain, 
ending up in nearby rivers 
and streams. 

“Eventually industry would 
like to end up with a mix of 
just water, sand, and food- 
grade additives,” Engelder 
said of fracking. “Compa¬ 
nies are learning to deal 
with fewer and fewer 
additives.”□ 
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Journey, Rascal Flatts team up for CMT Crossroads 



Journey’s Jonathon Cain, left, and Neil Schon, second from left, pose with Rascal Flats Joe Dan 
Rooney, center. Jay DeMarcus and Gary Levox, right, in New Orleans Friday Feb. 1, 2013. 

Associated Press 


NEKESA MUMBI MOODY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Even 
before Journey and Rascal 
Flatts got on stage togeth¬ 
er for CMT’s Crossroads 
concert on Super Bowl 
weekend, they were al¬ 
ready in perfect harmony. 
In an interview the day be¬ 
fore the show, the bands 
joked around together, 
finished each other's sen¬ 
tences, hoped for a San 
Francisco 49ers victory, 
and talked about an as- 
yet unannounced plan to 
perform some dates to¬ 
gether this summer. 

“It has been fun,” Rascal 
Flatts’ Jay DeMarcus said 
Friday, a day before the 
band’s Saturday concert. 
“We've got mutual respect 
for each other and also 
love all the music equally. 
So, when you get a bunch 
of creative people in a 
room that love what each 
other is about and what 
they do, it's very easy to 
get along.” 


Although CMT Crossroads 
is known for pairing acts of 
different strokes, the union 
between Rascal Flatts and 
Journey started more or¬ 
ganically than most. They 
performed together on the 
CMT Awards last summer in 
Nashville. 

“Last time we were in 
Nashville too, (Flatts gui¬ 
tarist) Joe Don (Rooney) 
came down here and he 
came on stage with us and 
ripped it up, so we've been 
sort of talking ever since 
then,” Journey founder 
Neal Schon said. “It's like a 
natural progression.” 

So when someone pro¬ 
posed a Crossroads con¬ 
cert, Journey keyboard¬ 
ist Jonathan Cain said, 
“There's only one band 
that comes to my mind, 
and it is Rascal Flatts. Gary 
(LeVox) can really get it, 
and that's the biggest part 
of it, is like, can you repro¬ 
duce the sound? Plus, I 
love their songs.” 

The bands belted out each 


other's hits Saturday night; 
their rendition of “Don’t 
Stop Believin’” could be 
heard on the streets of 
downtown New Orleans. 
“It's really just a dream 


come true,” said LeVox, 
Rascal Flatts' lead singer. 
“You really have to pinch 
yourself because you can’t 
believe that you're singing 
‘Don’t Stop Believin’’ and 


all of the amazing Journey 
songs that have just been a 
piece of American music." 
The groups said they plan 
to do some shows together 
this summer. □ 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 
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‘Warm Bodies’ heats up box office with $20M 



This film image released by Summit Entertainment shows Nicholas Hoult in a scene from “Warm 
Bodies." Associated Press 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

love-struck zombies of 
“Warm Bodies” swarmed 
the box office on Super 
Bowl weekend with a $20 
million opening. 

On a weekend that Holly¬ 
wood largely yields to foot¬ 
ball, the PG-13 film from 
Lionsgate's Summit Enter- 
tainmenteasily led the box 
office, according to studio 
estimates Sunday. The Su¬ 
per Bowl always means a 
significant slide in movie¬ 
going on Sunday — studios 
predict a decrease of as 
much as 70 percent from 
Saturday to Sunday — but 
“Warm Bodies" still lured 
many teenage fans. 

The film is about a zombie 
whose love for a human 
redeems him. Lionsgate, 
which also released the 
“Twilight” saga, is calling 
it a “rom-zom-com” for its 
mix of humor, romance 
and the supernatural. The 
film appealed particularly 
to females, who made up 
60 percent of the audi¬ 
ence. 

“They’ve definitely 

cracked the code on how 
to attract that teen audi¬ 
ence with films like ‘The 
Hunger Games,' ‘Twilight’ 


and something like ‘Warm 
Bodies,' which definitely 
plays right into the sweet 
spot of that demograph¬ 
ic,” says Hollywood.com 
box-office analyst Paul 
Dergarabedian. 

David Spitz, executive vice 
president of Lionsgate, said 
the studio courted female 
teens with “Warm Bodies" 
by pairing its trailer with the 
last “Twilight” film, “Break¬ 
ing Dawn, Part II.” 

Younger female audienc¬ 


es have some history of 
turning out on Super Bowl 
weekends. The most suc¬ 
cessful film released the 
weekend of the big game 
was in 2008, when “Han¬ 
nah Montana and Miley 
Cyrus: Best of Both Worlds 
Concert” opened with 
$31.1 million. 

“There was just nothing in 
the marketplace like this,” 
said Spitz. “Is it more zom¬ 
bie horror? Is it more ro¬ 
mantic comedy? Is it more 


comedy? It’s a mixture and 
that's the reason why the 
film found an audience.” 
Action films continued to 
fare poorly in 2013, as Syl¬ 
vester Stallone’s “Bullet to 
the Head” opened with just 
$4.5 million for Warner Bros. 
That meant his brawny co¬ 
hort Arnold Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger bested him when his 
“The Last Stand” opened 
with $7.2 million in January. 
But both openings were 
poor. Along with the weak 


performance of Jason Sta- 
tham’s “Parker," which has 
taken in $12.4 million in two 
weeks for Film District, mov¬ 
iegoers aren’t turning out 
for traditional R-rated ac¬ 
tion movies. 

That trend should reverse 
itself when Bruce Willis’ “A 
Good Day to Die Hard" 
opens Feb. 14, Dergarabe¬ 
dian said. 

Last week's top film. Par¬ 
amount's “Hansel and 
Gretel: Witch Hunters,” 
dropped to second with 
$9.2 million on the week¬ 
end. 

The other debut of note 
was Lionsgate’s “Stand 
Up Guys,” which stars Al 
Pacino and Christopher 
Walken as veteran gang¬ 
sters on a last hurrah romp. 
Though it opened in limited 
release in 659 theaters, it 
took in just $1.5 million. 

The most Super Bowl-ap¬ 
propriate film in theaters, 
the Oscar-nominated 
“Silver Linings Playbook,” 
continued to add to its 
stretched-out run for the 
Weinstein Co. The film, 
which centers on a fam¬ 
ily of diehard Philadelphia 
Eagles fans, came in third 
place, adding $8.1 million 
for a cumulative total of 
$80.4 millionO 


‘Wreck-lt Ralph' claims 
high score at Annie Awards 


Frank Ocean says ‘no 
charges’ against Chris Brown 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Frank 
Ocean says he won’t 
pursue criminal charges 
against Chris Brown, who is 
alleged to have punched 
Ocean in a recent fight. 
“As a child I thought if 
someone jumped me it 
would result in me murder¬ 
ing or mutilating a man,” 
the R&B star wrote on his 
Tumblr page Saturday. 
“But as a man I am not a 
killer. I’m an artist and a 
modern person. I'll choose 
sanity. No criminal charg¬ 
es. No civil lawsuit." 

Brown remained under in¬ 
vestigation for his role in a 
fight outside a West Hol¬ 
lywood recording studio 
on Jan. 27, Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s spokes¬ 
man Steve Whitmore said. 
Witnesses told deputies that 


Brown punched Ocean 
during an argument over 
a parking space. Ocean 
later tweeted that he “got 
jumped by Chris and a 
couple guys” and suffered 
a finger cut. 

Brown has not commented 
on the allegation. 
Whitmore said Ocean had 
said he “desired prosecu¬ 
tion.” He said the investi¬ 
gation was continuing be¬ 
cause Ocean has not told 
authorities that he's had a 
change of heart. 

“It's ongoing until an offi¬ 
cial statement is made to 
us,” Whitmore said. 

Brown, 23, remains on pro¬ 
bation for attacking Rihan- 
na on the eve of the 2009 
Grammy Awards and is 
due back in court on Feb. 
6 to update a judge on his 



In this Tuesday, Nov. 13, 
2012 file photo, Frank Ocean 
attends the GQ “Men Of The 
Year” party at the Chateau 
Marmont, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

progress. 

Ocean is scheduled to per¬ 
form at the Grammys on 
Feb. 10, where he's up for 
six awards including album 
of the yearO 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Walt 
Disney’s video-game romp 
“Wreck-lt Ralph” has won 
top animation honors at 
the Annie Awards. The 
comedy hit about a video- 
game villain who wants to 
turn hero was named best 
animated feature at Satur¬ 
day night's Annies, which 
are presented by the In¬ 
ternational Animated Film 
Society. “Wreck-lt Ralph” 
won out over a field that in¬ 
cluded “Brave,” "Franken- 
weenie,” "ParaNorman” 
and “Hotel Transylvania.” 


With a voice cast led by 
John C. Reilly, “Wreck-lt 
Ralph” dominated the film 
categories, also winning 
Annies for director Rich 
Moore, voice co-star Alan 
Tudyk and for its music and 
screenplay. Among live- 
action films, “The Aveng¬ 
ers" won the Annie for ani¬ 
mated effects and “Life of 
Pi” won for character ani¬ 
mation. On the TV side, an 
episode of “Robot Chick¬ 
en” won for best gen¬ 
eral audience animated 
showO 



This film image released by Disney shows Ralph, left, voiced by 
John C.Reilly in a scene from“Wreck-lt Ralph.” Associated Press 
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Take A Bow, H.C. 



It’s PQ And CQ As Much As IQ 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2013 New York Times 

Friday is Hillary Clinton’s final 
day at the State Department. 
As we’ve all been reminded, 
over the past four years she’s 
traveled 956,733 miles to 112 dif¬ 
ferent countries in order to con¬ 
duct 1,700 meetings with world 
leaders. While consuming 570 
airplane meals. 

It’s exactly what you would 
have expected her to do. This 
is the woman who ended her 
career as a U.S. senator by an¬ 
nouncing: “I’ve had a lot of fun. 
Eight state fairs, 45 parades, 
62 counties, more than 4,600 
events across the state.” 

And then, of course, there was 
the race for president, in which 
she campaigned through 54 
primaries and caucuses. After 
she lost, she urged her follow¬ 
ers to take a break and “go to 
the beach.” But she went out 
and campaigned for Barack 
Obama. And then to the Cabi¬ 
net and the 112 countries. 

So it’s understandable that 
people are questioning how 
long the resting part of her fu¬ 
ture will last. There is already a 
Hillary-in-2016 PAC. Although 
Clinton has nothing to do with 
it, she could certainly stop it, as 
she could end all the presiden¬ 
tial speculation by simply say¬ 
ing that she would not, under 
any circumstances, accept a 
nomination. She hasn’t. But we 
really ought to get through the 
first year of President Barack 
Obama’s second term be¬ 
fore we declare him a lame 
duck and start discussing a re¬ 
placement. Meanwhile, if fhe 
last several decades are any 
indication, whatever Clinton 
does will involve extraordinarily 
diligent-but-unglamorous work, 
coupled with occasional hair- 
raising disasters, which she will 
overcome with a steely resolve 
that will make the world swoon. 
Her departure from fhe current 
job has been of the pattern. 
There was the virus, followed by 
fainting, fall and blood clot. Fol¬ 
lowed by high-decibel Senate 
hearings in which the adminis¬ 
tration’s failings during the run¬ 
up to the tragedy at Benghazi 
were overshadowed by clips 
of the secretary swatting back 
snarling Republican senators, 
while wearing large new eye¬ 
glasses to control her concus¬ 
sion-related double vision. 

And there was the inaugura¬ 
tion, when Bill and Hillary Clinton 
were photographed chatting 
with the former vice-presidential 
candidate and current White 


House scourge, Paul Ryan. “We 
were just kind of chumming it 
up,” Ryan told “Meet the Press.” 
He then went on to say that if 
only fhe country was under a 
“Clinton presidency,” the fiscal 
crisis would be fixed. It was not 
entirely clear which Clinton he 
was talking about. Didn’t entire¬ 
ly matter. All this was followed 
by the joint interview with the 
president on “60 Minutes,” in 
which Obama effused thaf “Hill¬ 
ary will go down as one of the 
finest secretaries of state we’ve 
had.” Take that, John Quincy 
Adams! 

He called her “a strong friend.” 
She called him “a partner and 
friend.” (In fhe oufside world, 
fhey gef along fine. But, as Clin¬ 
ton once said in an interview, 
“We don’t hang out.”) Then on 
to a seemingly endless set of 
farewell appearances, includ¬ 
ing a global fown hall, in which 
she answered a question about 
“the future of the mineral re¬ 
sources in Antarctica.” 
Meanwhile, Tim Geithner re¬ 
tired as Treasury secretary. Did 
you notice? Even though she’s 
probably not going to go home 
and rest on her laurels, she really 
does deserve a chance to nap 
on them. Clinton is 65, and she’s 
spent the last section of her life 
working with and competing 
against people who are gener¬ 
ally much younger than she is. 
Once, during the presidential 
race, she told me that she liked 
seeing me on the campaign 
plane because it was the only 
time there was somebody her 
own age on board. “I just had 
to tell people what Sputnik 
was,” she reported. Women of 
Clinton’s generation have a 
special bond with her because 
she encapsulates their story. 
She spoke for their rebel youth 
at her Wellesley graduation, 
demanding “a more immedi¬ 
ate, ecstatic and penetrating 
mode of living” fhan fhe older 
generation ever knew. (Was she 
imagining that it would include 
570 airline meals? The Idaho 
caucus? Eight state fairs?) 

Then Hillary Rodham became 
Hillary Clinton, the wife who 
worked to support the fam¬ 
ily and her husband’s dreams. 
But somehow, thanks to her tal¬ 
ents and terrifying work ethic, 
she wound up getting a much 
more spectacular professional 
life fhan she could ever have 
achieved wifh a normal ca¬ 
reer trajecfory. When she cam¬ 
paigned for fhe Senate, you 
could see crowds of middle- 
aged women cheering like kids 
af a rock concert for one of 
fheir own, who had confirmed 
fheir private yearnings for a sec¬ 
ond, or maybe third, act. And 
then there was the first-woman- 
president dream, which didn’t 
happen. But she turned the fail¬ 
ure into something so positive 
that it felt like a success. Now 
her diplomatic period is over. 
Being Hillary Clinton, she’ll nev¬ 
er look back and wonder how 
many of fhose 1,700 meetings 
she could have skipped without 
endangering the stability of the 
planet. No regrets. Onward and 
upward.□ 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 


President Barack Obama’s first 
term was absorbed by deal¬ 
ing with the Great Recession. 
I hope that in his second term 
he’ll be able to devote more at¬ 
tention to the Great Inflection. 
Dealing with the Great Reces¬ 
sion was largely about “Yes 
We Can” - about government, 
about what we can and must 
do “together” to shore up the 
safety nets and institutions 
that undergird our society and 
economy. Obama’s Inaugu¬ 
ral Address was a full-throated 
defense of thaf “public” side of 
fhe unique public-private part¬ 
nership that makes America 
great. But, if we’re fo sustain the 
kind of public institutions and 
safety nets that we’re used to, it 
will require a lot more growth by 
the private side (not just more 
taxes), a lot more entrepreneur- 
ship, a lot more start-ups and 
a lot more individual risk-taking 
- things the president rarely 
speaks about. And it will all 
have to happen in the context 
of the Great Inflection. 

What do I mean by the Great 
Inflection? I mean something 
very big happened in the last 
decade. The world went from 
connected to hyperconnected 
in a way that is affecting every 
job, industry and school, but 
was largely disguised by post- 
9/1 1 and the Great Recession. 
In 2004, I wrote a book, called 
“The World Is Flat,” about how 
the world was getting digitally 
connected so more people 
could compete, connect and 
collaborate from anywhere. 
When I wrote that book, Face- 
book, Twitter, cloud computing, 
Linkedln, 4G wireless, ultra-high¬ 
speed bandwidth, big data, 
Skype, system-on-a-chip (SOC) 
circuits, iPhones, iPods, iPads 
and cellphone apps didn’t ex¬ 


ist, or were in their infancy. 
Today, not only do all these 
things exist, but, in combination, 
they’ve taken us from connect¬ 
ed to hyperconnected. Now, 
notes Craig Mundie, one of Mi¬ 
crosoft’s top technologists, not 
just elites, but virtually everyone 
everywhere has, or will have 
soon, access to a hand-held 
computer/cellphone, which 
can be activated by voice or 
touch, connected via the cloud 
to infinite applications and stor¬ 
age, so they can work, invent, 
entertain, collaborate and 
learn for less money than ever 
before. Alas, though, every boss 
now also has cheaper, easier, 
faster access to more above- 
average software, automa¬ 
tion, robotics, cheap labor and 
cheap genius than ever before. 
That means the old average 
is over. Everyone who wants a 
job now must demonstrate how 
they can add value better than 
the new alternatives. When the 
world gets this hyperconnect¬ 
ed, adds Mundie, the speed 
with which every job and indus¬ 
try changes also goes into hy¬ 
permode. “In the old days,” he 
said, “it was assumed that your 
educational foundation would 
last your whole lifetime. That is 
no longer true.” Because of fhe 
way every industry - from healfh 
care to manufacturing to edu¬ 
cation - is now being trans¬ 
formed by cheap, fast, con¬ 
nected computing power, the 
skill required for every decent 
job is rising as is the necessity 
of lifelong learning. More and 
more things you know and tools 
you use “are being made obso¬ 
lete faster,” added Mundie. It’s 
as if every aspect of our lives is 
now being driven by Moore’s 
Law. This is exacerbafing our 
unemploymenf problem. 

In fheir terrific book, “Race 
Against the Machine: How the 
Digital Revolution Is Acceler¬ 
ating Innovation, Driving Pro¬ 
ductivity, and Irreversibly Trans¬ 
forming Employment and the 
Economy,” Erik Brynjolfsson and 
Andrew McAfee of fhe Mas¬ 
sachusetts Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy nofe fhaf for the last two 
centuries it happened that pro¬ 
ductivity, median income and 
employment all tracked each 


other nicely. “So most econo¬ 
mists have had this feeling that 
if you jusf boost productivity, 
the pie grows, and, in the long 
run, everything else takes care 
of itself,” Brynjolfsson explained 
in an interview. “But there is no 
economic law that says tech¬ 
nological progress has to bene¬ 
fit everyone. It’s entirely possible 
for the pie to get bigger and 
some people to get a smaller 
slice.” Indeed, when the digital 
revolution gets so cheap, fast, 
connected and ubiquitous you 
see this in three ways, Brynjolfs¬ 
son added: those with more ed¬ 
ucation start to earn much more 
than those without it, those with 
the capital to buy and oper¬ 
ate machines earn much more 
than those who can just offer 
fheir labor, and fhose wifh su¬ 
perstar skills, who can reach 
global markets, earn much 
more than those with just slightly 
less talent. Put it all together, 
he added, and you can un¬ 
derstand why the Great Reces¬ 
sion took the biggest bite out of 
employment but is not the only 
thing affecting job loss today: 
why we have record produc¬ 
tivity, wealth and innovation, 
yet median incomes are falling, 
inequality is rising and high un¬ 
employment remains persistent. 
How to adapt? It will require 
more individual initiative. We 
know that it will be vital to have 
more of the “right” education 
than less, that you will need to 
develop skills that are comple¬ 
mentary to technology rather 
than ones that can be easily re¬ 
placed by it and that we need 
everyone to be innovating new 
products and services to em¬ 
ploy the people who are being 
liberated from routine work by 
automation and software. The 
winners won’t just be those with 
more IQ. It will also be those with 
more PQ (passion quotient) and 
CQ (curiosity quotient) to lever¬ 
age all the new digital tools to 
not just find a job, but to invent 
one or reinvent one, and to not 
just learn but to relearn for a 
lifetime. Government can and 
must help, but the president 
needs to explain that this won’t 
just be an era of “Yes We Can.” 
It will also be an era of “Yes You 
Can” and “Yes You Must.’O 
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Cuddly Kittens Also 
Natural Born Killers 



A domestic cat carries a dead rabbit prior to eating it. A recent study has shown that behind the 
cute furry facade, our cats are actually natural born killers. 

(James Morton via The New York Times) 
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For all the adorable im¬ 
ages of cats that play the 
piano, flush the toilet, mew 
melodiously and find their 
way back home over hun¬ 
dreds of miles, scientists 
have identified a shocking 
new truth: 

Cats are far deadlier than 
anyone realized. 

In a report that expanded 
results from local surveys 
and pilot studies, scientists 
from the Smithsonian Con¬ 
servation Biology Institute 
and the Fish and Wildlife 
Service estimated that U.S. 
domestic cats - both the 
pet Fluffies that spend part 
of the day outdoors and 
the unnamed strays and 
ferals that never leave it - 
kill a median of 2.4 billion 
birds and 12.3 billion mam¬ 
mals a year, most of them 
native animals like shrews, 
chipmunks and voles rath¬ 
er than introduced pests 
like the Norway rat. 

The estimated kill rates are 
two to four times as high as 
those previously bandied 
about, and they position 
the domestic cat as one of 
the single greatest human- 
linked threats to wildlife. 
More birds and mammals 
die at the mouths of cats, 
the report said, than from 


automobile strikes, pesti¬ 
cides and poisons, colli¬ 
sions with skyscrapers and 
windmills, or other similar 
causes. 

Peter Marra of the Smithso¬ 
nian Conservation Biology 
Institute, an author of the 
report, said the mortality 
figures that emerge from 
the new model “are shock¬ 
ingly high.” 

“When we ran the model, 
we didn’t know what to 
expect," said Marra, who 
performed the analysis with 
his colleague, Scott R. Loss, 
and Tom Will of the Fish 
and Wildlife Service. “We 
were absolutely stunned 
by the results.” 

The study appeared re¬ 
cently in the journal Nature 
Communications. 

The findings are the first se¬ 
rious estimate of just how 
much wildlife the country's 
vast population of free- 
roaming domestic cats 
manages to kill each year. 
“We’ve been discussing 
this problem of cats and 
wildlife for years and years, 
and now we finally have 
some good science to start 
nailing down the numbers,” 
said George H. Fenwick, 
the president and chief 
executive of the American 
Bird Conservancy. 

“This is a great leap for¬ 


ward over the quality of 
research we had before." 
Most concur that pet cats 
should not be allowed to 
prowl around the neigh¬ 


borhood at will, any more 
than should a pet dog, 
horse or potbellied pig, 
and that cat owners who 
insist their felines "deserve” 
a bit of freedom are being 
irresponsible and ultimately 
not very cat friendly. 


Through recent projects 
like Kitty Cams at the Uni¬ 
versity of Georgia, in which 
cameras are attached 
to the collars of indoor- 
outdoor pet cats to track 
their activities, cats have 
not only been filmed prey¬ 
ing on cardinals, frogs 
and field mice, they have 
also been shown lapping 
up antifreeze and sewer 
sludge, dodging under 
moving cars and sparring 
violently with big dogs. 
“We've put a lot of ef¬ 
fort into trying to educate 
people that they should 
not let their cats outside, 
that it's bad for the cats 
and can shorten the cats’ 
lives,” said Danielle Bays, 
the manager of the com¬ 
munity cat programs at the 
Washington Humane Soci¬ 
ety. 

Yet the new study esti¬ 
mates that free-roaming 
pets account for only 
about 29 percent of the 
birds and 11 percent of 
the mammals killed by 
domestic cats each year. 


The larger problem is how 
to manage the 80 million 
or so stray and feral cats 
that commit the bulk of the 
wildlife slaughter. 
Conservationists say that, 
far from diminishing the 
population of unowned 


cats, trap and release 
programs may be making 
it worse, by encouraging 
people to abandon their 
pets to outdoor colonies 
that volunteers often keep 
lovingly fed. 

“The number of free roam¬ 
ing cats is definitively grow¬ 
ing,” Fenwick of the bird 
conservancy said. “It's esti¬ 
mated that there are now 
more than 500 TNR colo¬ 
nies in Austin alone.” 

They are colonies of subsi¬ 
dized predators, he said, 
able to survive in far great¬ 
er concentrations than do 
wild carnivores by dint of 
their people-pleasing ap¬ 
peal. 

“They’re not like coyotes, 
having to make their way 
in the world,” he said. 

Yet even fed cats are pro¬ 
foundly tuned to the hunt, 
and when they see some¬ 
thing flutter, they can't 
help but move in for the 
kill. Fenwick argues that far 
more effort should be put 
into animal adoption. 

“For the great majority 


of healthy cats,” he said, 
“homes can be found.” 
Any outdoor colonies 
that remain should be en¬ 
closed, he said. 

“Cats don’t need to wan¬ 
der hundreds of miles to be 
happy,” he said.Q 



A feral cat with a rabbit in Rosdorf, Germany. Domestic cats in the U.S. kill billions of birds and 
mammals a year, according to a new report, a rate that is much higher than previous estimates. 

(Sebastian Nebel via The New York Times) 

























